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 Dr . Bonnie  
Pit bl ado

Hel lo fel l ow  m em ber s of  the   
OKPAN Com m uni ty, 

Spr ing has sprung, and ar chaeolo-
gists in Oklahoma and beyond are 
gear ing up for  their  summer  f ield 
seasons. Our  fal l  2019 issue of OK-
PAN Quarterly w i l l  show case what 
Oklahoma archaeologists have 
been up to, wherever  their  f ield 
work takes them.  

With this cur rent spr ing issue of 
OQ, we introduce you to OKPAN?s 
core ini tiatives and share ways you 
can get involved w ith those that 
interest you. The more of you we 
can recrui t to par tner  w ith us to 
make our  activi ties a success, the 
more fun we w i l l  al l  have! Options, 
as you w i l l  see, r ange from helping 
out in classrooms and developing 
ar chaeology cur r icula, to hosting 
(and/or  attending) an ?Oklahoma 
Archaeology Month? event in Octo-
ber , to joining the ?Gang of Okla-
homan Fir st Amer icans Re-
searchers? (GOFAR) in the f ield and 
helping bui ld a si te stew ardship 

program? and more! Discerning 
r eaders w i l l  notice that edi tor ial 
w r i ter  Amber  Vinson leveraged 
her  opinion of OKPAN into a job 
w ith us when she star ts her  fr esh-
man year  at the Univer si ty of Okla-
homa this August!  

This issue also features a piece by 
archaeologists Sam Duwe and 
Rober t Preucel that descr ibes how  
they have collaborated w ith mem-
bers of Pueblo communities in New  
Mexico to conduct r icher  ar chaeo-
logical projects than they could 
have completed alone. They ex-
plain why collaborations w ith de-
scendant communities? those w ith 
ties to the people of the past that so 
interest ar chaeologists, who are 
usually NOT indigenous them-
selves? are the gold standard in 
archaeological practice? and are 
far  more enr iching than ar chaeol-
ogy done ?old-school?-style.   

For  those interested in the ver y r e-
cent past (by archaeological stan-
dards), there is a stor y here for  
you, too. Delaney Cooley, OKPAN?s 

(Spr ing Wildf lowers at Wichi ta Mountains Wildl i fe Refuge, El ise Smith, CC BY 2.0)
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incoming Assistant Dir ector  of Op-
erations and Outreach, has penned 
an ar ticle about one of Oklahoma 
City?s histor ic tr easures, the Over -
holser  Mansion. I  had heard of this 
landmark, of course, but have not 
yet visi ted. Delaney?s stor y has mo-
tivated me to move that visi t to the 
top of my ?must do? l ist. I f  you?re 
l ike me and have not yet visi ted, I  
bet that you too w i l l  want to r em-
edy that once you read about this 
fascinating place.  

As always, you w i l l  f ind a calendar  
of upcoming events in the fol low -
ing pages, and at the end of the is-
sue, we introduce you to the 

newest members of the OKPAN 
team. We al l  hope you w i l l  join us 
in some? or  multiple? OKPAN ac-
tivi ties in the months and years to 
come.  

 

Bonnie Pi tblado 

OKPAN Executive Dir ector  ,    
Rober t E. and Virginia Bell           
Professor  of Anthropological       
Archaeology, OU

4

Bonnie (at the podium) leading a forum called "Establishing Best-Practices 
Guidelines for Archaeologist and Artifact-Collector Collaborators" at the 
84th annual meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, April 13, 
2019. Photo courtesy of Giovanna Peebles.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

5

I f  you'd l ike to submit your  ow n letter  to the edi tor ,
please send i t to:

okpanquar ter ly@gmail.com

To the Edi tor , 

I  would l ike for  ever yone to 
know  how  much I enjoyed 
reading the Winter  issue of 
OKPAN Quarterly magazine. 
As a r ecent graduate from 
high school, I 've always en-
joyed histor y, being out-
doors, and tr aveling, which 
led me to look into ar chaeol-
ogy. Unfor tunately, I  had no 
previous connections to ar -
chaeology and I was at a loss, 
but after  r eading this issue of 
OQ I  now  see what great op-
por tuni ties Oklahomans 
have. We are able to get in-
volved in ar chaeoogy in 
many di f ferent ways, and we 
are al l  students because 
there is so much to learn. 
Before r eading this issue, I  
had never  heard of Project 
Ar chaeology and I loved 
reading about i t. I  feel l ike i t 

is such a great way to r each 
students w ithin the commu-
ni ty. This ini tiative w i l l  give 
students  ways to connect to 
Archaeology in Oklahoma, 
but much ear l ier  than I did. I  
cannot wait to r ead the next 
issue of OKPAN Quar ter ly! 

Am ber  Vinson

Owasso, Ok lahom a

OQ: Hi Amber, 

We're glad you like what 
we're doing! Want to come 
work for us? 

(For Amber's response, turn 
to page 29)

mailto:okpanquarterly@gmail.com
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(Note: To see complete calendar , please scrol l  dow n)

SPRING EVENTS 
CALENDAR

FEBRUARY 1 - MAY 31

MAY 1-2

Smoke Over Oklahoma: The Railroad 
Photos of Preston George Exhibi t

Chisholm Trai l  Museum, Kingfisher

Oklahoma National Histor y Day 
Contest

Oklahoma Histor y Center , OKC

MARCH 15T- MAY 27
Living Histor y Season (ever y 
Thursday, Fr iday, and Saturday)

Hunter 's Home, Park Hi l l

APRIL 24-26
Oklahoma Histor y and Preser vation 
Conference, presented by the 
Oklahoma Histor ical Society and the 
State Histor ic Preser vation Off ice

Chickasha

APRIL 27
Spiro Mounds Volunteer  Day

Spiro Mounds Archaeological Center , 
Spiro. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

MAY 4
Community Ar t Day

Chisholm Trai l  Museum, Kingfisher , 
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

MAY 8
The Section 106 Review  Process: A 
Workshop for  Agency Off icials and 
Cultural Resource Management 
Consultants

Oklahoma Histor y Center , OKC, 
10:30 AM - 4:30 PM

MAY 9
Working w ith the National Register  of 
Histor ic Places (workshop)

Oklahoma Histor y Center , OKC, 
10:30 AM - 4:30 PM

MAY 10-19
Oklahoma Anthropological Society 
Spr ing Dig

Muldrow

MAY 11
41st Bir thday Bash and 14th Annual 
Ar chaeology Day

Spiro Mounds Archaeological Center , 
Spiro

MAY 11
Rural Her i tage Festival

Cherokee Str ip Museum and Rose Hi l l  
School, Per r y, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

MAY 18
Archaeological Workshop and Most 
Endangered Places Exhibi t

Henr y Overholser  Mansion, OKC, 
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

MAY 18-19
Exper imental Ar chaeology: Ceramics 
Workshop

Oklahoma Archeological Sur vey, 
Norman

MAY 25-26
Exper imental Ar chaeology: Ceramics 
Workshop

Univer si ty of Tulsa, Tulsa

JUNE 7-8
Paw nee Bi l l 's Wi ld West Celebrating 
Women of the Wild West Shows

Paw nee Bi l l  Ranch and Museum, 
Paw nee

JUNE 15
Summer  Soir ee

Henr y Overholser  Mansion, OKC, 
7:00 - 9:00 PM

JUNE 21
Summer  Solstice Walks

Spiro Mounds Archaeological Center , 
Spiro

JULY 15-19
Junior  Curator  Camp

Oklahoma Histor y Center , OKC

JULY 25
National Histor y Day Boot Camp

Oklahoma Histor y Center , OKC, 
10:30 AM - 5:00 PM

JULY 27
Archaeological Workshop and 2019 
Most Endangered Places Exhibi t

Claremore Museum of Histor y, 
Claremore
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   Community Spotlight:
The Overholser Mansion 

By Delaney Cooley 
7

(Photo cour tesy of Ker w in Moor e)
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     aking the f i r st steps leading up 
to the Overholser  Mansion, i t?s di f-
f icult to understand how  anyone 
could over look such a home tucked 
away in a quiet neighbor hood on 
the nor th side of Oklahoma City. 
Full  of charm, the house stands tal l  
w i th a Chateauesque facade, 
stained glass w indows, and a 
nearby car r iage house ? not to 
mention an adorable painted bison 
that si ts on the cor ner  of the prop-
er ty. But Museum Coordinator  Lisa 
Escalon says that the home is often 
an impor tant but over looked piece 
of Oklahoma?s histor y due to i ts 
distance from the highway and 
dow ntow n area. Bui l t in 1903, the 
mansion is one of the only histor ic 
homes in the neighborhood regu-
lar ly open to the public, and visi-
tor s only have to step onto the 
proper ty to feel as though they are 
sl ipping back through time. Or igi-
nal furnishings, stained glass, and 
ornate hand-painted walls are just 
some of the detai ls guests en-
counter. When the home was 

tr ansfer red to the Oklahoma His-
tor ical Society in 1972, al l  of i ts 
or iginal contents were left inside 
including clothing, photographs, 
and chi ldren?s toys that have been 
on display ever  since.

Fondly r efer r ed to as the ?Father  of 
Oklahoma City,? Henr y Overholser  
and his w ife Anna Iona mar r ied 
quietly in October  of 1889, shor tly 
after  the Oklahoma Land Rush. Af-
ter  establishing themselves as 
prominent community members, 
the Overholser s pur chased land 
nor th of the dow ntow n area and 
constr ucted their  new  home in 
1903. Ini tial ly the only str ucture on 
the new ly developed landscape, 
the Overholser  Mansion quickly 
became a focal point of Oklahoma 
society and the Overholser s fr e-
quently welcomed prominent fam-
i l ies from the ci ty including the 
Colcords, Hales, and Hightowers, as 
well  as visi ting poli ticians, schol-
ar s, and enter tainer s. As Escalon 
guides visi tor s through the house, 

"The house is a sermon on beauty. 
It is uplifting and ennobling as 
works of art are ever. The taste 

with which it has been decorated 
and is being furnished is flawless 
and shows a praiseworthy mastery 

of the subject, and the whole 
Overholser house is an 

incomparable example of the 
possibilities of beautiful 

homebuilding." 

?Daily Oklahoman, February 28, 
1904

T
The Overholser Mansion in 1904.

8
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she emphasizes that the Over -
holser s  had their  f inger  on the 
pulse of the ci ty?s social l i fe and a 
clear  view  of the grow ing dow n-
tow n area. The family and their  
home were par ticipants in some of 
the defining moments of our  r ecent 
histor y. ?Dow ntow n was nothing 
l ike we know  i t today," Escalon ex-
plains. "Ever ything was in i ts in-
fancy. The house saw  [Oklahoma] 
become a state, Wor ld War  I, and 
the Prohibi tion era.? 

When Henr y Overholser  f i r st ar -
r ived in Oklahoma, the ci ty was an 
unrecognizable col lection of small 
bui ldings, open f ields, and f looded 
str eets. To outsider s, Oklahoma 
appeared to be a r emote locale 
w ith few  oppor tuni ties. But Over -
holver  was prepared and ar r ived 
w ith lumber , prefabr icated bui ld-
ings, and enough money to f inance 
his ear ly economic under takings. 
He quickly established himself as 
one of the most pow er ful and in-
f luential men in Oklahoma.  The 
Grand Avenue Opera House and 
Overholser  Theatre are just two of 

his ear ly accomplishments. He 
also introduced str eetcar  l ines 
and lobbied for  the extension 
of the Fr isco r ai lroad to Okla-
homa City. Overholser  was 
ahead of his time, Escalon 
notes, and the mansion and al l  
of his projects were ?a state-
ment to the r est of the countr y 
that there?s prosper i ty to be 
had here in Oklahoma Ter r i -
tor y.? Overholser  was instr u-
mental for  the ear ly develop-
ment of the ci ty, and his contr i -
butions are sti l l  present in 
dow ntow n Oklahoma     Ci ty.

Henr y Overholser  was also a key 
player  in the tr ansi tion to state-
hood and the development of Ok-
lahoma City as a center  of govern-
ment, an under taking that is best 
r evealed through the letter s and 

First floor sitting room.

Second floor landing.

9



10

10

newspaper  cl ippings displayed at 
the Overholser  Mansion. As an 
elected off icial, he worked to move 
the capi tol of Oklahoma from 
Guthr ie to Oklahoma City. In one 
letter  to his w ife Anna, he encour -
aged her  to r emind her  fr iends to 
contr ibute to ?The Fight for  the 
Capitol? and donated his ow n sup-
por t to the cause. Eventually, i t was 
Overholser?s bold offer  to f inance 
the capi tol bui lding that guar an-
teed that Oklahoma City would be 
the state?s new  capital in 1910. De-
spi te his pol i tical involvement, 
Overholser  never  held the posi tion 
of mayor  despite r unning tw ice. 
How ever , his son by a previous 
mar r iage was elected to the posi-
tion shor tly before Henr y?s death 
in 1915.   

The Overholser  Mansion w itnessed 
some of the most impor tant social 
and poli tical events of the ear ly 
20th centur y, and i ts stor y deser ves 
to be told. However , Oklahoma 
City?s urban grow th quickly be-
came a threat to the mansion as 
commercial development led to the 
demoli tion of histor ic bui ldings. 
Notably, the Colcord Mansion (bui l t 
ca. 1903) was torn dow n in favor  of 
a nondescr ipt off ice bui lding, and a 
new  boulevard threatened to cut 
through the hear t of the Over -
holser  neighborhood. Escalon con-
sider s these events instr umental 
for  what came next. ?That?s r eal ly 
what spur red histor ic preser vation 
after  1969. The neighbor hood gal-
vanized together  after  that man-
sion was torn dow n.? With suppor t 
from recently elected mayor  
George Shirk, the Overholser  

neighborhood became Her i tage 
Hi l ls, the f i r st Histor ic Preser vation 
Distr ict in the State of Oklahoma, 
and was awarded some protection 
from new  development projects. 

Follow ing the establishment of 
Her i tage Hi l ls, many of the histor ic 
homes were l isted under  the Na-
tional Register  of Histor ic Places 
(NRHP), an off icial l ist author ized 
under  the National Histor ic 
Preservation Act of 1966 to suppor t 
effor ts to identi fy and protect his-
tor ic and ar chaeological r esources. 
Listing r esults in el igibi l i ty for  
grants, tax provisions, and most 
impor tantly, i t r equir es that fed-
eral agencies al low  an advisor y 
counci l  to comment on al l  projects 
that have the potential to impact 

Henry Overholser

10
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histor ic proper ties. To be l isted, 
proper ties must qual i fy under  one 
of the fol low ing cr i ter ia: A) associ-
ation w ith impor tant events in our  
histor y, B) association w ith a sig-
ni f icant per son in the past, C) em-
body a distinctive type, per iod, or  
method of constr uction, or  D) have 
the potential to yield more infor -
mation about our  past. The Over -
holser  Mansion met Cr i ter ia A,B, 
and C and was off icial ly added to 
the National Register  in 1970. Fol-
low ing the w ishes of the late Mrs. 
Overholser , her  son- in- law  David 
Jay Per r y signed over  the house 
and i ts belongings to the Oklahoma 
Histor ical Society just two years 
later.   

Today, Preservation Oklahoma, Inc. 
manages the proper ty through a 
par tnership w ith the Oklahoma 
Histor ical Society and State His-
tor ic Preservation Off ice. Recog-
nizing that preservation is cr i tical 
for  understanding our  past. 
Preservation Oklahoma, Inc. offer s 
guided tour s, so that visi tor s can 

learn about the Overholser  fami ly 
and the ear ly development of the 
ci ty. The organization also com-
missioned an extensive r estoration 
of the mansion?s exter ior  in 2008 
that led to the r epair  of the or iginal 
w indows, roof, and chimneys. 
Funds have also been used to r en-
ovate the mansion?s car r iage 
house, which is avai lable for  public 
use.    

National Register of Historic Places 
certificate, 1970.

Left: first floor dining room. Right: formal sitting room.

11



12

12

Since the Overholser s f i r st opened 
their  doors in 1904, their  home has 
been a focal point of Oklahoma so-
ciety and that tr adi tion continues 
to this day. The Overholser  Man-
sion is open Tuesday through Sat-
urday and hosts tour s ever y hour  
from 10:00am to 3:00pm star ting at 
the car r iage house. They also host 
a thr i l l ing Myster ies of the Man-
sion Tour  once a month where they 

provide an evening tour  and dis-
cuss the more supernatural aspects 
of the home. This year , they w i l l  
also host their  annual Summer  
Soir ee on June 15th, 7:00 ? 9:00 pm, 
where they encourage people to 
learn about the mansion whi le en-
joying l ive music, dancing, and 
food tr ucks. 

The Henry Overholser Mansion today.

Delaney Cooley is the Assistant Director  
of Operations and Outreach for OKPAN 
and a PhD student at the University of 
Oklahoma.

You can learn more about tour s and the histor y of the Overholser  
Mansion by visi ting their  Facebook page and website.

All photos courtesy of the Henry Overholser Mansion

12

 https://www.facebook.com/OverholserOK/
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THE 
CONTI NUOUS 

PATH: The Publication 
of Collaborative 
Archaeologies

By Samuel Duwe and 
Robert Preucel

13
(Pedernal Peak, northern New Mexico, by Kate Newton)
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    n the past two decades Amer ican 
ar chaeology has been tr ansformed 
by the idea of collaboration. There 
are now  numerous examples of 
productive col laborations between 
ar chaeologists and Native Amer i-
can communities, here in Okla-
homa and in al l  cor ners of the con-
tinent and beyond. This change has 
been spur red by legal mandates 
such as NAGPRA and an apprecia-
tion of the colonial or igins of the 
f ield of anthropology, and by ex-
tension, ar chaeology. Scholar s are 
now  beginning to engage w ith Na-
tive people on equal terms as co-
subjects, who together  design and 
shape the scope of r esearch and 
actively par ticipate in the process. 

When we think of col laboration 
our  minds are often draw n to the 
f ield, of tr ibal youth working to-
gether  w ith univer si ty students, or  
community elder s teaching profes-
sor s. One area where Native people 
are poor ly r epresented in the col-
laborative endeavor , how ever , is in 

the publication of books and ar ti -
cles that are r ead by ar chaeolo-
gists, tr ibal communities, and the 
public al ike. Native people, al-
though increasingly par t of the ar -
chaeological exper ience, are not 
often included in the f inal product. 
Most conference symposia and 
edi ted volumes (books of col lected 
chapter s from many contr ibutor s) 
are char acter ized by a group of 
non- Native ar chaeologists w r i ting 
about Native histor y. Sometimes, 
they may invi te a tr ibal scholar  or  
elder  to comment on the work in 
the f inal chapter. This can seem 
l ike a counter point at best, or  an 
after thought at worst. 

In Amer ican culture there is power  
in publication and enormous 
weight is given to words pr inted in 
a book. True col laboration must 
incor porate Native voices. This is, 
after  al l , their  histor y. Also, col lab-
oration can lead to a more accurate 
and meaningful por tr ayal of the 

Participants in the Amerind Session, "Pueblo Movement and the Archaeology of Becoming."

I
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past. Why theor ize Native histor y 
through the lens of a dead French 
phi losopher  when you have the 
w isdom of the descendant commu-
ni ty? These are not new  ideas ? 
col laborative publication has in-
creasingly appeared over  the last 
decades ? but unfor tunately i t r e-
mains the exception and not the 
r ule in ar chaeology. 

As two Anglo-Amer ican ar chaeolo-
gists who study the histor y of the 
Pueblo Indian people of the Amer i-
can Southwest we acknow ledge 
that we are outsider s and w i l l  
never  ful ly grasp the f luid and in-
ter connected relationships be-
tween the people, their  histor y, and 
the land. How ever , both of us have 
benefi ted greatly from our  ongoing 
r elationships w ith Pueblo scholar s 
and elder s, and are committed to 
taking Pueblo conceptions of his-

tor y and phi losophy ser iously by 
r ethinking aspects of Southwestern 
archaeology.  

One topic of interest to both ar -
chaeologists and Pueblo people is 
movement. In par ticular , South-
western ar chaeology has long been 
fascinated w ith the scale and fr e-
quency of movement in Pueblo 
histor y, from great migrations to 
shor t-term mobi l i ty. By col laborat-
ing w ith Pueblo communities, we 
archaeologists are learning that 
movement was ? and is ? much 
more than the r esult of economic 
oppor tuni ty or  a r esponse to social 
confl ict. Movement is one of the 
fundamental concepts of Pueblo 
thought and is essential in shaping 
the identi ties of contemporar y 
Pueblo people.

With this is mind we sought to 
br ing together  archaeologists, an-
thropologists, and tr ibal commu-
ni ty members who are leaders in 

"We wanted to 
challenge 

ar chaeologists to 
pr ivi lege Pueblo 

phi losophical 
concepts in the 

interpretation of 
anthropological 

data"

Discussing papers and ideas at the Amerind 
session.

15
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collaborative ar chaeologies at the 
Society for  Amer ican Archaeology 
(SAA) meetings in Vancouver  in 
2017. Our  aim was to commission a 
ser ies of papers w r i tten col labora-
tively by both Native and non-
Native people that explored Pueblo 
histor y and movement and em-
phasized continui ties from ancient 
times through the present day. We 
wanted to challenge archaeologists 
to pr ivi lege Pueblo phi losophical 
concepts in the interpretation of 
anthropological data, and to f i rmly 
si tuate the impor tance of Pueblo 
histor y in the l ives of the Pueblos 
today and in the future.

We were delighted w ith the vigor -
ous discussions at the SAA session 

(both dur ing the question- answer  
por tion and afterward) and were 
thr i l led to be invi ted for  an 
Amer ind Foundation seminar  held 
in Dragoon, Ar izona the fol low ing 
September. What r esulted was 
among the most intel lectually and 
emotionally satisfying exper iences 
of our  careers. The par ticipants 
were both Pueblo and non-Pueblo, 
and although we had di f ferent 
backgrounds and l i fe exper iences, 
al l  were passionate about Pueblo 
histor y. Our  dialogue, steeped in 
archaeological language, was 
guided by the inter ests and con-
cerns of our  Pueblo col leagues. For  
four  days we talked, l istened, and 
learned. Some of this was done in 

Fieldtrip to the San Pedro valley, Arizona.
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the formal setting of si tting around 
a big conference table, but much of 
the r eal work happened in the 
quiet moments around the dinner  
table or  in a hike through the 
beauti ful southern Ar izona deser t. 
We found that getting to know  one 
another  on a per sonal level al-
lowed us to begin to consider  
Pueblo and archaeological points 
of view  w ith equal r espect. 

The results of our  col laboration 
was a book - The Continuous Path: 
Pueblo Movement and the Archae-
ology of Becoming (Ar izona, 2019) - 
based on the themes that emerged 
from our  many discussions. Al-
though our  names are on the front 

cover , this is a mere for mali ty. The 
Continuous Path r epresents a tr ue 
collaborative effor t, from the w r i t-
ing and revision of the chapter s to 
constr ucting the themes that hold 
the contr ibutions together. Whi le 
we are proud of the f inished vol-
ume, we are most exci ted by the 
unfinished and ongoing discus-
sions between the ar chaeologists, 
anthropologists, and tr ibal scholar s 
and community members brought 
together  over  the course of this 
project. We hope that our  fr iend-
ships w i l l  continue to r esult in 
scholar ship based on mutual r e-
spect and w i l l  inspir e other s to fol-
low  the same path.

Samuel Duwe is an assistant 
professor in the Department of 
Anthropology at the University of 
Oklahoma. Robert Preucel is the 
director of the Haffenreffer Museum 
of Anthropology and a professor in 
the Department of Anthropology at 
Brown University.

The Continuous Path:  
Pueblo Movement and the 
Archaeology of Becoming 
can be found through the 

University of Arizona Press.

https://uapress.arizona.edu/book/the-continuous-path
https://uapress.arizona.edu/book/the-continuous-path
https://uapress.arizona.edu/book/the-continuous-path
https://uapress.arizona.edu/book/the-continuous-path
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GUIDE TO OKPAN 
INITIATIVES

WHAT WE'RE UP TO,
WHY WE'RE DOING IT, 

AND HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED.
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    ver y October  is Oklahoma 
Archaeology Month (OAM), a 
month ful l  of public outr each 
events that celebrate and 
spread awareness of Okla-
homa ar chaeology. These 
events are held al l  over  the 
state by numerous types of in-
sti tutions, from museums and 
histor ic proper ties to groups 
l ike the Oklahoma Anthropo-
logical Society and student or -
ganizations. The goal of OAM is 
to make the public aware of ar -
chaeology and why i t matter s 
through fun and interesting events. 
In past years, OAM events have in-
cluded ever ything from activi ty 
days for  the whole fami ly to special 
lectures and symposia about ar -
chaeological topics. OAM has 
something for  ever yone, no matter  
what par t of the state you l ive in. 

Each year , OKPAN also par tner s 
w ith the Oklahoma Archeological 
Survey to produce a poster  honor -
ing the occasion. These poster s 
hang in public places al l  over  the 
state and communicate a di f ferent 
message about ar chaeology and 
Oklahoma her i tage each year. Most 
r ecently, for  OAM 2018, the poster  
celebrated two signi f icant archae-
ological anniversar ies in Okla-
homa: the 25th anniversar y of ini -
tial excavations at the Cooper  bison 
ki l l  si te in nor thwestern Oklahoma, 
and the 40th anniversar y of the es-
tabl ishment of Spiro Mounds Ar -

chaeological Center. The ar tistic 
images of archaeological r emains 
from both Cooper  and Spiro fea-
tured on the poster  were painted 
by Muscogee (Creek) ar tist Jon 
Tiger.  

As we move for ward in OAM, we 
str ive to achieve even more inclu-
sion and col laboration, both in 
producing the poster  and in the 
number  and var iety of events that 
take place. I f  your  organization or  
insti tution wants to par ticipate in 
OAM this year , the event submis-
sion form for  OAM 2019 is alr eady 
online at okpan.org. We hope to 
see as many statew ide or ganiza-
tions par ticipate in OAM as possi-
ble, making OAM better  and better  
as the years go by. In addi tion, i f  
you have an idea for  a poster  
theme, want to nominate an ar tist 
to create one, or  would l ike to col-
laborate w ith us in making the 
poster , please contact us at 
okarchaeology@gmail.com.

2018 OAM poster.

Ok lahom a Ar chaeology Month (OAM)
Allison Douglas (Director of Operations and Outreach)

E
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Ok lahom a Ar chaeology Confer ence (OAC)
Allison Douglas (Director of Operations and Outreach)

    he Oklahoma Archaeology Con-
ference (OAC) is a biennial confer -
ence established as a major  OKPAN 
ini tiative in 2016. There have been 
two OAC meetings thus far , in 2016 
and 2018, both held in Norman and 
organized by OKPAN. However , we 
are delighted to announce that the 
Univer si ty of Tulsa has taken the 
r eins for  organizing the next con-
ference, and the thir d biennial OAC 
w i l l  take place in Tulsa in 2020. 
Mark your  calendars now  ? tenta-
tive dates are March 5 - 7, a l i ttle 
less than a year  from now.  

OKPAN founded OAC in 2016 be-
cause ar chaeologists both w ithin 
and outside of OKPAN recognized 
that the amazing and diver se ar -
chaeological work being done in 
the state deser ved to be shared 
w ith one another  and the broader  

community. The two conferences 
that have taken place so far  have 
been successful in br inging to-
gether  archaeologists of multiple 
sector s including academic, gov-
ernment/tr ibal agency, museum, 
cultural r esource management 
professionals, as well  as avoca-
tional ar chaeologists and graduate 
and undergraduate students in the 
f ield. OKPAN has also always en-
couraged the public to attend OAC, 
seeking to fulf i l l  our  mission of 
br idging  al l   stakeholders in the 
archaeological community. We 
hope to see continued grow th at 
OAC w ith ever y conference, as we 
continue to develop new  ideas to 
make each meeting the best yet.

2016 Oklahoma Archaeology Conference.

T
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The Gang of  Ok lahom an Fi r st  Am er i cans Resear cher s 
(GOFAR)

   he ?gang? of Ok-
lahoman Fir st 
Amer icans Re-
searchers is a loose 
conglomerate of in-
dividuals uni ted by 
an interest in Okla-
homa?s deep past. 
You, too, are poten-
tial ly a ?gang? 
member  i f  you f i t 
that descr iption. 
We are interested in 
when people f i r st began l iving in 
Oklahoma?s plains, woodlands, 
and mountainous r egions and 
how  they may have di ffer ential ly 
used these areas. We want to know  
how  land use changed through 
time, especial ly as the cl imate 
warmed at the end of the Pleis-
tocene leading to the extinction of 
many species and reor ganization 
of ecological communi ties. This ef-
for t does not solely r est in the 
hands of those of us who founded 
GOFAR, but in the broader  ci ti -
zenr y of Oklahoma and neighbor -
ing states who might har bor  a pas-
sion for  ar chaeology and histor y. 
We seek input from the community 
at large, from the crafting of r e-
search questions to walking the 
landscape looking for  signs of ear ly 
human occupation.  

We w i l l  study Oklahoma?s past 
through a landscape per spective, 
where we focus not only on exca-
vated si tes, but r esults from ar -
chaeological sur vey and natural 

landforms that may have been im-
por tant to past peoples. To do this, 
we w i l l  identi fy land features that 
are most l ikely to yield deposi ts 
that date to the late Pleistocene and 
ear ly Holocene and tar get these for  
survey and as necessar y, excava-
tion. We have alr eady identi f ied 
several r egions in eastern Okla-
homa that have the potential to 
have ar chaeological mater ial of the 
appropr iate age. This summer  we 
plan to begin survey in one of these 
regions. Look for  updates in the 
OKPAN Quar ter ly and GOFAR?s 
blog (l ink on the OKPAN website) 
as GOFAR?s research program con-
tinues. And don?t hesi tate to r each 
out to us i f  you?d l ike to offer  your  
input on our  r esearch design, par -
ticipate on an archaeological pro-
ject, or  off icial ly sign up as a GO-
FAR gang member. To contact us, 
please emai l Amy Clark at 
aeclark@ou.edu.

Amy E. Clark (Director of Research) and Bonnie Pitblado (Executive Director)

T
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GOFAR Paleoindian Site Density map.
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Futur e Ok lahom a Si te Stewar dship Pr ogr am  

     KPAN staff  have heard numer -
ous comments from people across 
the state, expressing their  concerns 
for  Oklahoma?s vulnerable ar chae-
ological r ecord. Some have said 
they are wor r ied about erosion of 
lake shores and r iver  ter r aces af-
fecting ar chaeological si tes. Others 
have voiced their  concerns about 
individuals across the state looting 
ar chaeological si tes. Regardless of 
who has said i t or  what they have 
said, i t seems as though a concern 
for  Oklahoma?s past uni f ies many 
people and groups throughout the 
state.  

Of course, these concerns are not 
unique to Oklahoma. In other  
states across the nation, profes-
sional ar chaeologists have turned 
to ci tizen scientists to help pre-
ser ve the past in their  communi-
ties. Trained by professionals, pub-
l ic col laborator s from Cali for nia to 
Montana to Flor ida assist by moni-
tor ing si tes for  damage, 
r ecording any changes, and 
helping to document ar ti facts 
in pr ivate col lections to make 
the data avai lable to al l .The 
result is more eyes on the 
ground to help preser ve the 
past through documentation 
and education.  

Because other  states have 
created successful ci tizen sci-
entist programs for  preser va-
tion, we have considered de-

veloping such a program for  Okla-
homa as well . But, because OKPAN 
staff  r epresent only the voice of 
public ar chaeologists, we f i rmly 
believe we cannot be the only ones 
shaping a stew ardship program. To 
that end, we plan to bui ld such a 
program col laboratively, w i th in-
put from ever yone who l ives in the 
state, including tr ibal nations, fed-
eral and state land managers, 
members of the general public, and 
professional ar chaeologists. This 
year  we w i l l  seek input from 
ever yone by distr ibuting surveys, 
meeting w ith par tner s, and hosting 
a public forum to talk about what 
ever yone wants from an Oklahoma 
stewardship program. 

If  you want to get involved, please 
stay tuned to OKPAN?s social media 
pages and subscr ibe to OKPAN?s 
emai ls. You can subscr ibe to emai ls 
at okpan.org.

Meghan J. Dudley (Director of Education)

O

Shoreline erosion, a danger to archaeological sites in 
Oklahoma.
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OKPAN Col labor at i on

    KPAN is making a concer ted 
effor t to bui ld long-term tr usting 
and respectful r elationships w ith 
the many descendant communi-
ties in Oklahoma. These relation-
ships are vi tal in ar chaeology for  
many reasons, one of the most 
impor tant being the oppor tuni-
ties to l isten and learn from each 
other. Collaboration w ith de-
scendant communities is essen-
tial to what we do as r esearchers 
of the past, because i t empha-
sizes the perspectives of those w ith 
a dir ect connection to that past. 
Learning from and working w ith 
people who have that know ledge is 
what makes ar chaeology meaning-
ful. Ar ti facts are just objects w ith-
out an under standing of their  con-
texts, stor ies, and meanings, which 
is know ledge that the members of 
descendant communities keep and 
protect. By bui lding and str ength-
ening our  ties to one another  as 
well  as to the past, we can str ive to 
w r i te a stor y of the past that is in-
clusive, meaningful and wor th-
whi le. We aim to make open, hon-
est, and reciprocal par tner ships 
w ith descendant communities that 
w i l l  faci l i tate purposeful col labo-
ration between the many stor y-
tel ler s of Oklahoma?s past. 

OKPAN is cur rently developing our  
Collaboration Forum Ser ies, which 
w i l l  seek to provide oppor tuni ties 
for  open discussions of ar chaeo-

logical topics that are impor tant to 
and determined by descendant 
groups. This ser ies continues con-
versations that are alr eady hap-
pening in local, r egional, and na-
tional ar chaeological communities 
and aims to the br idge gaps in 
communication between diver se 
stor ytel ler s of the past. Through 
the discussions that manifest in 
these forum settings, we hope to 
emphasize the many per spectives 
of descendant communities on 
topics l ike cultural her i tage, stew -
ardship, and ethics.  

We actively seek par tner s in these 
collaborative endeavors. By bui ld-
ing r elationships and br idging our  
communities through our  shared 
passion for  ar chaeology, we can 
come together  and w r i te meaning-
ful stor ies of the past. I f  you are in-
terested in this work or  par tner ing 
w ith us, please contact Paige Ford 
at paford@ou.edu.

Paige Ford (Collaborative Partnership Liaison)

O
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Collaboration forum at the 2018  Oklahoma 
Archaeology Conference. Photo courtesy of 
Travis  Caperton.

mailto:paford@ou.edu
mailto:paford@ou.edu
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Ar chaeological  Sk i l l s Wor kshop Ser ies

 KPAN?s Archaeological Ski l ls 
Workshop Ser ies began in Octo-
ber  2017 and w i l l  conclude i ts 
second round of workshops this 
spr ing. OKPAN faci l i tates three 
workshops each academic year  ? 
one in October , one in March, 
and one in May. Each workshop 
covers a new  topic, w i th the goal 
of teaching par ticipants some of 
the nuts and bolts of doing ar -
chaeology. These ski l l  work-
shops have draw n interest from 
professional ar chaeologists, av-
ocational ar chaeologists, and 
students (practical ski l ls are often 
not taught in col lege courses, so 
the Archaeological Ski l ls Workshop 
Ser ies provides those exper iences 
for  those who want them). 

In i ts f i r st two years, OKPAN?s 
workshops have covered a var iety 
of topics from geoarchaeology and 
zooarchaeology to ski l ls l ike oper -
ating a total station or  i l lustr ating 
ar ti facts. Workshop instr uctor s 
send an application to OKPAN, and 
we supply and faci l i tate approved 
workshops. We always welcome 
new  instr uctor  applications. Al-
though workshops for  the acade-
mic year  2019- 2020 have alr eady 
been designated, you may always 
submit an application for  future 
consideration. 

Ar chaeological ski l ls workshops 
are open to al l , but in some cases, 
you may want to complete some 
background reading depending on 
your  pr ior  exper ience. Regardless, 

we str ive to help instr uctor s make 
workshops fun and informative for  
al l . Upon completion of a work-
shop, par ticipants r eceive a cer ti f i -
cate acknow ledging their  par tici -
pation. Par ticipants w i l l  also be 
acknow ledged at the Oklahoma 
Archaeology Confer ences for  
achieving new  status levels, de-
pending on the number  of cer ti f i -
cates earned (bronze for  5 work-
shops, si lver  for  10, etc.).  

The Archaeological Ski l ls Work-
shop Ser ies continues to grow , and 
i ts success is due to enthusiastic 
engagement from workshop in-
str uctor s and par ticipants al ike. 
We encour age al l  to attend an up-
coming workshop to see what i t is 
al l  about! 

To propose a workshop you would 
l ike to teach, please cl ick her e and 
f i l l  out the r equir ed form.

To view  or  r egister  for  an upcom-
ing workshop, please cl ick her e.

Allison Douglas (Director of Operations and Outreach)

O

Sarah Luthman teaches a workshop on artifact 
curation at the 2018 Oklahoma Archaeology 
Conference. Photo courtesy of Travis Caperton
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Pr oject  Ar chaeology i n  Ok lahom a 

    roject Ar chaeology is one of 
the oldest continuous produc-
er s of quali ty K-12 supplemen-
tar y cur r icula. The organization 
compr ises a national network 
of teachers and ar chaeologists 
dedicated to teaching scienti f ic 
and histor ical inquir y, cultural 
understanding, and the impor -
tance of protecting ar chaeologi-
cal r esources. Project Archaeol-
ogy staff  work to make ar chae-
ology education accessible to 
students and teachers nationw ide. 
Their  lessons give students a basic 
understanding of how  archaeology 
works, and i t teaches them to r e-
spect and protect ar chaeological 
si tes.  

With f inancial suppor t from the 
Bureau of Land Management, OK-
PAN is cur rently adapting one of 
Project Ar chaeology?s most popular  
cur r icula, "Investigating Shelter s," 
speci f ical ly to Oklahoma. Students 
w i l l  learn about other  cultures by 
explor ing how  people seek shelter  
and make a home. Our  module ex-
plores the Two Sister s achaeologi-
cal si te and teaches students about 
the Antelope Creek people, who 
l ived in the Texas and Oklahoma 
panhandles between A.D. 1150 and 
1450. Students w i l l  also r ead about 
the geography of the panhandle 
and how  this kind of shelter  was 
l ikely bui l t. They w i l l  then par tici -
pate in hands- on interaction w ith 

r epl icas of ar ti facts found at the 
si te, including locating where these 
were found in r elation to other  
features, to interpret how  people 
used such a shelter.  

OKPAN w i l l  assist Scott Brosowske 
and Cour son Ar chaeological Re-
search (based in Per r yton, Texas)  
later  this spr ing when they  r econ-
str uct a house at the Two Sister s 
si te. We w i l l  r ecord this process so  
students can see how  people in the 
past may have bui l t this kind of 
shelter. OKPAN w i l l  also be par t-
ner ing w ith descendant communi-
ties to bui ld cur r icula that incorpo-
rates and respects their  perspec-
tives on the past. 

Stay tuned for  infor mation on the 
exper imental r econstruction, and 
be on the lookout for  the r elease of 
Project Archaeology?s new  Investi -
gating Shelter s uni t in Oklahoma in 
2020!

Sarah Luthman (Public Archaeology Education Coordinator)

P

 Project Archaeology in the classroom.
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Ref lect ions on the 2019 

To Br idge A Gap Confer ence

26

?To Br idge a Gap is always 
a unique exper ience, and 
this year  was no di f ferent. 
We focused on bui lding r e-
lationships by making 
people aware of our  or ga-
nization and i ts programs, 
as well  as l istening to their  
stor ies about why col labo-
ration is impor tant to them 
and to the future of ar -
chaeology. You can learn 
so much just by l istening to 
other s, and at To Br idge a 
Gap we gained know ledge about col laboration that w i l l  help us in 
our  careers and in the future of OKPAN.?  -Paige Ford

"OKPAN staff  were pleased to attend our  second ?To Br idge a Gap? 
conference in Apr i l , co-hosted by the Eastern Shaw nee Tr ibe of Ok-
lahoma and the U.S. For est Service in Wyandotte. This annual con-

fer ence is designed to foster  bet-
ter  communication between 
tr ibal nations and Federal agen-
cies and to close the gap between 
the two on land management is-
sues. We met many old fr iends 
and made new  ones. We also 
presented several ini tiatives we 
are working on and received 
valuable feedback and insight. 
Al l  said and done, we had a 
wonder ful time, learned a lot, 
l istened a lot, and look forward 
to r eturning to the confer ence in 
2020!" -Meghan Dudley

Meghan Dudley at the 2019 To Bridge A Gap 
Conference .

Paige Ford fielding the OKPAN table .
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THE OKLAHOMA ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

NEWS AND EVENTS

2019 OAS SPRING DIG

Please click images to 
enlarge and click 
again to minimize

Join the Oklahoma Anthropological Society for  
the 2019 Spr ing Dig in Muldrow , Oklahoma! 

OAS is r eturning to the Andrews si te, a possible 
Pre-Columbian hunting camp, contemporaneous 

w ith Spiro Mounds. 

Dates for  the dig are Fr iday, May 10 
through Sunday, May 19, 2019.

All  dig par ticipants must be OAS mem-
bers. Anyone may join OAS for  a modest 

fee. 

For  more information, contact OAS dig chair man 
Ray McAll ister  at okla.anthro.society@gmail.com

27

Top: Flyer for Spring Dig
Bottom:  OAS Membership form

Please stay tuned to the OAS Facebook 
page for  updated information on the dig, 
including potential cancellation or  delay 

due to inclement weather.

mailto:okla.anthro.society@gmail.com
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Del aney Cool ey

OKPAN FACES

Charons Garden Wilderness #2, Larry Smith, CC BY 2.0

Assistant Director of Operations and 
Outreach
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Delaney is a Ph.D. student at the Universi ty of 
Oklahoma.  She has a B.S. in Anthropology 
from the Univer si ty of Iowa and an M.A. in 
Anthropology from OU. Her  r esearch focuses 
on cultural contact and the ties people forge 
w ith the landscape, and Delaney is passionate 
about shar ing her  love for  ar chaeology w ith 
the public.  As Assistant Dir ector  of Oper a-
tions and Outreach, she looks for ward to fa-
ci l i tating OKPAN?s events and creating con-
nections w ith people across the state. 

We have some new  faces joining the OKPAN 
crew ! We want to extend a special welcome to 

these three talented people and introduce 
them to our  community. You w i l l  undoubtedly 

see much more of them in the months and 
years to come! 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/lsmith2010/7183641786/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lsmith2010/7183641786/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lsmith2010/7183641786/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lsmith2010/7183641786/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lsmith2010/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lsmith2010/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
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Amber  Vinson

OKPAN FACES

Charons Garden Wilderness #2, Larry Smith, CC BY 2.0

OKPAN Student Intern
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Amber  Vinson is an incoming under gradute 
student at the Universi ty of Oklahoma and 
w i l l  be major ing in anthropology w ith a focus 
on ar chaeology. Or iginal ly from Owasso, Ok-
lahoma, she has a l i felong passion for  histor y 
and tr aveling but did not know  unti l  r ecently 
that she could pursue a career  that incorpo-
rates both so well  (see her  letter  to the edi tor  
on page 5). This summer , she w i l l   attend her  
f i r st f ield school based in the Colorado Rock-
ies. She is exci ted to star t a new  adventure 
and to work toward her  goal of becoming an 
archaeologist. She is so grateful to be a par t 
of the OKPAN community.

Ella is sophomore Anthropology major  at the 
Universi ty of Oklahoma, w ith a focus in Ar -
chaeology and Museum Studies. She has 
spent three semester s interning at the Sam 
Noble Museum, two creating an inventor y of 
the legacy col lections, and one working on 
NAGPRA projects. She has also interned for  
one semester  at the Oklahoma Archeological 
Survey in the bison lab w ith Dr. Lee Bement. 
She w i l l  also par ticipate in Dr. Pi tblado's f ield 
school this summer. El la loves how  so much  
can be learned from ar chaeology and that i t 
is r elevant not just to academics and re-
searchers, but to ever yone. She looks for ward 
to helping OKPAN realize i ts mission.

El l a  Cr enshaw
OKPAN Student Intern

https://www.flickr.com/photos/lsmith2010/7183641786/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lsmith2010/7183641786/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lsmith2010/7183641786/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lsmith2010/7183641786/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lsmith2010/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lsmith2010/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
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OKPAN's Mission Statement:

Br idging communities w ith a passion for  the past through public 
education and outreach, r esearch and teaching par tner ships, and 

professional development oppor tuni ties.

Please fol low  us on Facebook and Tw itter  and visi t 
our  websi te, okpan.org!

OKPAN Quarterly Staff :

Kate New ton - Edi tor -in-Chief

All ison Douglas - Assistant Editor

Delaney Cooley - Assistant Editor
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Special thanks and congratulations 
to Susan Penn Dragoo, our  Spr ing is-

sue cover  photo contest w inner ! 

Susan is a native of Okmulgee and a 
r esident of Norman. She works as a 
fr eelance w r i ter  and photographer  
who focuses on histor ic tr avel in the 
Amer ican Southwest and Oklahoma. 
Susan took her  beauti ful photo  in 
Caddo County, Oklahoma.

https://www.facebook.com/OKArchaeology/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://twitter.com/OKPublicArch
http://okpan.org

