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 Dr . Bonnie  
Pit bl ado

Dear  OQ Reader s, 

We last published OKPAN Quarterly 
(Volume 2.1) a year  ago, and we told 
you then that our  edi tor ial team had 
decided to subsequently publish tw ice 
per  year  (in fal l  and spr ing), r ather  
than four  times. The idea was to give 
our  w r i ter s more time to develop, r e-
search, and w r i te fr esh content for  
you.

Unfor tunately, the Covid-19 pandemic 
str uck as we geared up to produce our  
spr ing 2020 issue. Like so much else, 
the vir us for ced us to r ethink ever y-
thing OKPAN does and how  we do i t. 
Our  wor ld pivoted to a new  vir tual r e-
al i ty, and the planned spr ing OQ (Vol-
ume 2.2) became a casualty of the 
tr ansi tion.

But i t is the beginning of a new  year  
for  OKPAN, and we are pleased to help 
launch i t w i thOQ Volume 3.1. We are 
also pleased to share that we w i l l  
make up for  pandemic losses w ith a 
r eturn to our  quar ter ly roots, so expect 
to see three more issues in the w inter , 
spr ing, and summer  to come.

October  is, of course, Oklahoma Ar-
chaeology Month (OAM), a time that 
museums, universi ties, tr ibes and 
many others celebrate her i tage. In a 
normal year , these events take place 
al l  over  the state. This year , most of 
them are? you guessed i t!? online.

In the pages that fol low , see (and in-
teract w ith!) the lovely 2020 OAM 

poster , r ead about and register  for  OK-
PAN?s three OAM offer ings, and check 
out a delicious menu of events hosted 
by others who share our  passion for  
the past.

You w i l l  also f ind a piece by Nkem Ike, 
a doctoral candidate in the Univer si ty 
of Tulsa Anthropology Depar tment. Ike 
discusses her  r esearch on anti - Black 
r ace massacres in Tulsa, Providence 
(RI), Spr ingfield (IL), and Rosewood 
(FL). She shows how  archaeologists 
can at once i l luminate the past and 
advance social justice in the present.

We round out the issue by shining our  
?community spotl ight? on Gerald 
Franklin, the r ecipient of OKPAN?s 
f i r st- ever  Community Service award. 
Learn how  this r emarkable Okla-
homan has become involved in ar -
chaeological r esearch, teaching, and 
service, and hear  his suggestions for  
how  you can follow  sui t.

Thank you for  being par t of the OK-
PAN community, and happy Oklahoma 
Archaeology Month!

Sincerely,

(Spr ing Wildf lowers at Wichi ta Mountains Wildl i fe Refuge, El ise Smith, CC BY 2.0)

Let t er                                 
f r om                                 
OKPAN'S 
Execut ive 
Dir ect or

Bonnie Pi tblado 

OKPAN Executive Dir ector ,                              
Rober t E. and Virginia Bell                         
Professor  of Anthropological Ar chaeology,                                                              
Univer si ty of Oklahoma
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WE ARE MAKING HISTORY
We have a poster !  
This year?s Oklahoma Archaeol-
ogy Month poster  was designed 
by Naomi Dunn, a joint Anthro-
pology and Graphic Design ma-
jor  at Tulsa Univer si ty. The 
theme, ?We Are Making His-
tor y,? explores our  connection 
to things, the meaning and sto-
r ies they car r y, and how  that 
meaning shi f ts and changes 
through time. This poster  was 
inspir ed by a r elatively new  
OKPAN ini tiative, the Oklahoma 
Community Her i tage Project 
(OKCHP). This project seeks to 
impar t the idea that the impor -
tance and signi f icance of objects 
does not der ive from their  tan-
gible quali ties but from the sto-
r ies they can tel l  us about our -
selves. This vir tual col lection 
show cases photos of heir looms 
and beloved objects and their  
associated stor ies from al l  over  
the state of Oklahoma and be-
yond. By contr ibuting an object 
to the project, contr ibutor s are 
asked to consider  what they 
value about their  ow n her i tage 
and how  their  histor y speaks to 
their  l ives in the present day. I f  
you?d l ike to contr ibute an ob-

ject of your  ow n to the project, 
please visi t okpan.org, and cl ick 
on the Oklahoma Community 
Her i tage Project tab. 

Final ly, please be sure to visi t 
our  websi te and enjoy our  ful ly 
inter active ver sion of the 
poster ! Al l  objects are inter ac-
tive and l ink to their  r espective 
stor ies and information. Whi le 
many of the objects are beloved 
family heir looms donated to 
OKCHP, others are histor ic ar ti -
facts, ar chived through the Ok-
lahoma Histor ical Society. Wi l l  
you be able to tel l  which is 
which? Visi t our  inter active 
poster  on our  website to f ind 
out! 

      

     CLICK HERE TO VISIT OUR 

INTERACTIVE OAM 2020 

POSTER.

ClICK HERE TO LEARN MORE 

ABOUT THE OKLAHOMA 

COMMUNITY HERITAGE 

PROJECT.
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 Oklahoma Archaeology Month 
2020

 I t ?s that  t im e of  year  again!  

October  is Oklahoma Archaeology Month (OAM), and 
whi le Covid-19 may have put a w rench in our  ini tial 
plans, we?re thr i l led to sti l l  be able to celebrate our  
state?s her i tage, histor y, and ar chaeology w ith you. 
This year  we are pleased to offer  al l  OKPAN-
sponsored OAM events digi tal ly and fr ee of charge. 
I t?s been a tough few  month for  ever yone, so i f  you?re 
looking for  a distr action and would enjoy thought -
provoking discussions from several of the best minds 
in the f ield, keep reading to learn more about our  
fantastic l ineup of speakers.

Dealing with the Fr inge: Ar chaeological Thinking About 
Ever ything fr om Ancient Aliens to Viking Runestones, by 

Lar r y Zim m er m an

October  7, 2020 (6:00 PM): 

Dr. Lar r y Zimmerman w i l l  explore pseudoarcheology happening 
r ight here in the state as he tackles debates centered around the 
Heavener  Runestones and Viking ar chaeology. Dr. Zimmerman is 
professor  emer i tus of Anthropology & Museum Studies at the 
Indian Univer si ty-Purdue Univer si ty Indianapolis, where he is the 
Public Scholar  of Native Amer ican Representation.

Register  her e

https://oklahoma.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUkcu-hqjwuE9yeLqVQ5dLdWQwLXd97EddZ
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Plunder ed Skulls and Stolen Spir its: A Conver sation with Chip 
Colwell and Gor don Yellowman

October  14, 2020 (6:00 PM):

Dr. Chip Colwell  and Gordon Yellow man w i l l  give insight and 
answer  questions about Colwell?s book, Plundered Skulls and Stolen 
Spirits: Inside the Fight to Reclaim Native America?s Culture 
(Univer si ty of Chicago Press, 2017), offer ing insider  per spectives on 
the complex process of r epatr iation between museums and 
Indigenous communities. Chip Colwell  is the edi tor -in-chief of 
Sapiens, an online anthropological magazine, whi le Gordon 
Yellow man is Cheyenne Chief of the Southern Cheyenne Nation. The 
book is avai lable for  pur chase her e.

Register  her e 

Towar ds an Antir acist Ar chaeology: Str ategies for  Cr eating 
and Sustaining Diver sity, Equity, and Inclusion in the Field, In 
the Canon, and in the Pr ofession. A Wor kshop with Dr. Mia L. 
Car ey

October  18, 2020 (3:00 pm ):

This workshop w i l l  address the legacy of r acism in ar chaeology and 
steps we can take to combat expressions that l inger  today.  Dr. 
Carey is an independent scholar  whose research center s on Afr ican 
Amer ican exper iences through foodways of fr ee individuals dur ing 
the 19th and 20th centur ies and more r ecently, the si lencing and 
suppression of Afr ican Islam in the United States.

Register  her e 

Be sure to check in fr equently w ith our  websi te and social 
media pages for  other  events happening throughout the 
state. Like OKPAN's offer ings, many other  events  are 
digi tal as well , so you?re sure to f ind something that f i ts 
your  interests.

 We can?t wait for  you to join us for  a fantastic Oklahoma 
Archaeology Month 2020!

https://www.amazon.com/Plundered-Skulls-Stolen-Spirits-America%C2%92s/dp/022629899X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1477546100&sr=8-1&keywords=plundered+skulls
https://oklahoma.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMqd-6rqzksH9Zgjfc6mn7Sa1omTu7GphJ2
https://oklahoma.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0vduytrjgtHdAtuIz2s3exbClvXWVBuopw
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Oklahoma Ar chaeology 
Month Calendar

9

Oct ober  2020

For  more information and a complete l ist of 
events, please visi t our  websi te at okpan.org!

OCTOBER 1
Life at Hunter 's Home: Annual Ghost 
Stor ies Event

Hunter 's Home Online Event, al l  
month 

OCTOBER 14
Plundered Skulls and Stolen Spir i ts: A 
Conversation w ith Chip Colwell  and 
Gordon Yellow man

OKPAN Online Discussion, 6 PM

OCTOBER 18
Towards an Anti -Racist Ar chaeology 
workshop w ith Mia Carey

OKPAN Online Archaeological Ski l ls 
Workshop, 3 - 4 PM

OCTOBER 22
Under water  Cultural Her i tage:  An 
ACUA Seminar

Society Amer ican Archaeology Online 
Seminar , 2 - 4 PM

OCTOBER 7
Dealing w ith the Fr inge: Thinking 
About Ever ything from Ancient Al iens 
to Viking Runestones by Lar r y 
Zimmerman

OKPAN Online Lecture, 6 PM

OCTOBER 3
Chuck Wagon Dinner : Grab-and-Go

Chisholm Trai l  Museum, Kingfisher , 6 
PM

OCTOBER 14
Brow n Bag Lecture Ser ies 

Cherokee Str ip Regional Her i tage 
Center  Online Presentation, 12 PM

OCTOBER 15
The Legacy of the Green Book 

Oklahoma Histor y Center  Online 
Presentation, 6 PM

OCTOBER 31
Cemeter y Symbols: Car ved in Stone

Oklahoma Histor y Center  Online 
Program, 1 - 3 PM

OCTOBER 2
The United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples

UCLA Law  Online Panel, 2:15 - 3:30 PM 

OCTOBER 7
An Archaeology of Redress and 
Restorative Justice

Indigenous Archaeology Collective 
Online Panel, 3 - 5 PM

OCTOBER 11
Native Amer ican Day Vir tual Market

Tulsa Native Amer ican Day & 
Oklahoma Indian Festival, 2 - 5 PM

OCTOBER 7
Sehoy Thrower  (Garden 
Demonstration)

Moundvi l le Ar chaeological Park 
Online Demonstration, 9 - 10 AM 

OCTOBER 6
Chaht Tosholi  Vi tual Speaker  Ser ies: 
Pre-removal Choctaw  Histor y w ith 
Greg O'Br ien

Choctaw  Nation Histor ic Preser vation, 
11 AM

https://www.ou.edu/okpan/oklahoma-archaeology-month
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Power, Politics, and Place:
The Impact and Archaeology of Early 

20th Century Anti-Black Race Massacres 
in the United States

By Nkem Ike

(Greenwood Massacre, bsw ise, CC0 1.0)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/bswise_/49957643817/in/photolist-2j7zZ1v-2TLqxr-FQLxh3-F4uKH9-FWvP1k-FT5Dyx-Hoj6CF-FyPNdJ-F4Fwxi-F7VJaS-F7Vtej-FWDseQ-FCfSem-FyPNsG-G15sLd-G15rAs-JcJGct-HTJNX9-JgiRWu-JgiSRq-Hoj4Kx-JgiQuS-G3nqxZ-JcJFYH-FWDtnb-F4uLdY-JgiTyC-HofGvW-JgiR9h-2hye2oC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bswise_/49957643817/in/photolist-2j7zZ1v-2TLqxr-FQLxh3-F4uKH9-FWvP1k-FT5Dyx-Hoj6CF-FyPNdJ-F4Fwxi-F7VJaS-F7Vtej-FWDseQ-FCfSem-FyPNsG-G15sLd-G15rAs-JcJGct-HTJNX9-JgiRWu-JgiSRq-Hoj4Kx-JgiQuS-G3nqxZ-JcJFYH-FWDtnb-F4uLdY-JgiTyC-HofGvW-JgiR9h-2hye2oC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bswise_/49957643817/in/photolist-2j7zZ1v-2TLqxr-FQLxh3-F4uKH9-FWvP1k-FT5Dyx-Hoj6CF-FyPNdJ-F4Fwxi-F7VJaS-F7Vtej-FWDseQ-FCfSem-FyPNsG-G15sLd-G15rAs-JcJGct-HTJNX9-JgiRWu-JgiSRq-Hoj4Kx-JgiQuS-G3nqxZ-JcJFYH-FWDtnb-F4uLdY-JgiTyC-HofGvW-JgiR9h-2hye2oC
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
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     f i r st learned about the 
Tulsa r ace massacre in the 
Fall  of 2010 after  a class as-
signment from my college 
English professor. Students 
had to do a presentation 
about an event from our  local 
histor y, so I asked my mother  
about a potential topic. Even 
though she is not from Okla-
homa, she suggested the vio-
lent attack against the Black 
Tulsa community in 1921. At 
the time I had no idea what 
she was talking about. Dur ing 
my presentation, i t became 
clear  to me that no one else in 
the class had heard about the 
massacre ei ther.

Admittedly, I  was ignorant of 
the robust and complex     
histor y of Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
For  my research, my mother  
accompanied me on a tour  of 
the Mable B. Li ttle house and 
Greenwood Cultural Center. 
Whi le at the Li ttle house, I  
saw  how  people l ived dur ing 
that time. The fur ni ture and 
tr inkets were al l  placed in a 
way to per sonalize the home. 
It became apparent that the 
space was intended to tr ans-
por t visi tor s to a place in his-
tor y that time tr ied to forget, 
whi le the photographs of sur -
vivor s l ining the walls at the 
Greenwood Cultural Center  
showed us their  pain and re

si l ience. As we left the Center , 
I  looked out at Ver non AME 
church, Interstate 244, and 
the few  businesses that sti l l  
l ined the str eet. At that      
moment I found i t hard to     
bel ieve that such a large,          
vibrant community had once 
existed there.

After  ini tial ly learning about 
the massacre, I  was left w i th 
more questions than answers. 
I  found myself asking: how  
could something l ike this 
happen? How  have I never  
heard about i t? I  felt r emorse 
and sadness upon real izing 
that there was chunk of not 
only Amer ican histor y, but 
my ow n histor y that I  was 
missing. I  began to wonder  
when other  people found out 
about the atroci ties that hap-
pened in Tulsa and who told 
them. Now  I under stand that 
the lack of discourse and edu-
cation was yet another  atroc-
i ty committed against the 

(Background photo cour tesy of Scott Hammerstedt)
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Recently renovated Greenwood 
Cultural Center in Tulsa.

I
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Black community in Tulsa 
and in simi lar  places al l  over  
the United States. The system-
atic erasure of r ace massacres 
from the public r ecord r epre-
sents a pow er ful pol i t ical tool 
that justi f ies the lack of Black    
people in the histor ical and 
ar chaeological r ecord. I t is a 
way to evade blame and claim 
that Black people don?t care 
about histor y. My exploration 
of r ace massacres is my way, 
as a Black Amer ican, a femi-
nist, and a histor ical             
ar chaeologist of dispell ing 
these myths and addressing 
these questions.

The communities of anti -
Black violence under  the 
pur view  of my research are 
Snow tow n in Providence, 
Rhode Island; Spr ingfield,    
I l l inois; Greenwood in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma; and Rosewood, 
Flor ida. To center  Black     
people in my research, I     
employ Black feminist         
ar chaeology theor y and a 
Black geographies method-
ological approach. At their  
core, these fr ameworks high-
l ight the poli tical nature of 
r ace, space, place, identi ty, 
and memor y. In Black Femi-
nist Ar chaeology, ar chaeolo-
gist Whitney Battle- Baptiste 
argues for  archaeology from a 
Black feminist standpoint be-

cause of i ts abi l i ty to br ing 
people into the nar rative that 
have long been erased or  had 
their  histor ical impacts ig-
nored. In her  ar ticle, "A Black 
Feminist Inspir ed Ar chaeol-
ogy," Mar ia Franklin notes 
that the role of this approach 
is grounded in incor porating 
a per spective that focuses on 
the Black exper ience, which is 
integral to understanding 
how  communities view  them-
selves. Franklin said i t best 
when she stated that whether  
collective memor ies are r eal 
or  not, they "project our  sense 
of longing to belong in a      
society where our  ci tizenship 
is sti l l  in question." Kather ine 
McKittr ick descr ibes Black 
geographies in her  book,    
Demonic Grounds: Black 
Women and the Cartographies 
of Struggle, as "space, place, 
and location in their  physical 
mater ial i ty and imaginative 
configurations [which] allows 
us to engage w ith a nar rative 
that locates and draws on 
Black histor ies and Black sub-
jects in order  to make visible 
social l ives which are often 
displaced [and] r endered un-
geographic." By center ing 
Black people, their  exper i-
ences, identi ties, and percep-
tions of place, ar chaeology 
can be a tool for  social justice 
to help br ing communities on 

12
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paths of r econci l iation. 

To engage w ith Black feminist 
ar chaeology theor y and a 
Black geographies methodol-
ogy, my analysis must f i r st 
posi tion i tself  as both com-
parative and community col-
laborative. With these ap-
proaches, I  am able to more 
deeply understand anti -Black 
r ace massacres, how  the 
physical landscapes under -
went r adical tr ansformations 
over  time, and the ways in 
which diver se communities 
r esponded and continue to 
r espond to these changes. In 
addition, I  can better  examine 
the dislocation and movement 
of Black people and other  lo-
cals from these communities. 
With that said, i t is clear  from 
the work done by these com-
munities that the effor ts to 
r emember , commemorate, 
and f ind justice is a constant, 
yet wor thy endeavor.

I ini tial ly chose these commu-
ni ties for  my research be-
cause of the existing ar chae-

ology, but as I star ted doing 
more r esearch, uncover ing 
more about each enclave, a 
need for  community col labo-
ration and a   comparative 
analysis became more appar -
ent. The process of working 
w ith communities r eveals 
how  people r eimagine their  
local landscapes so that i t 
both r ef lects the violent 
events that took place but also 
commemorates and empha-
sizes their  unique col lective 
identi ty. This approach for ces 
archaeologists to pr ior i tized 
and integrate Black people's 
know ledge into the f ield. This 
also posi tions ar chaeology to 
highl ight existing community 
member  work.

This r esearch is impor tant to 
me for  a multi tude of r easons. 
Anti - Black r ace massacres 
were the r esult of pol i t ical 
ecosystems that safeguarded 
for ces of white supremacy. 
But this legacy is not left in 
the past, and instead, mas-
sacres should be seen as mag-
nif ied examples of violence 

#TulsaSyllabus
The #TulsaSyllabus project is a comprehensive l ist of 
sources about the Tulsa Greenwood Distr ict and race 
discourse in Oklahoma. Visi t their  websi te to learn more!

13

https://tulsasyllabus.web.unc.edu/about-tulsasyllabus/
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against Black people that sti l l  
per sists today. Therefore, 
fundamental ly, i t is impor tant 
to si tuate my research as a 
poli tical statement that shows 
how  the r eclamation of space 
by communities, altered by 
anti - Black violence, is foun-
dational to the concept of 
community bui lding. This  
notion makes Black place-
making and memor y forma-
tion a poli tical tool that draws 
awareness to the power , r e-
si l ience, and survival of Black 
people. This r esearch is 
deeply per sonal for  me, be-
cause I?m not just looking at 
other  communities, I?m also 
examining my ow n. Due to 
this, any approach I take w i l l  
inevi tably r ef lect the complex 
poli tical aspects of anti -Black 
r ace massacres. The process 
of working w ith these com-
munities r eveals the ways that 
people r eimagine their  local 
landscapes to r ef lect the vio-
lent events that took place 
there but also commemorate 
and emphasize their  commu-
ni ty identi ty.

As long as there are deep    
f issures of inequali ty in the 
United States, r esearch sur -
rounding and our  under -
standing of var ious forms of 
anti - Black violence w i l l  r e-
main impor tant. I  fr equently 

hear  from colleagues and 
classmates that they decide on 
r esearch topics because they 
are fascinated by them. I must 
admit that I  am not ?fasci-
nated? by r esearch on r ace 
massacres or  any other  form 
of anti -Black violence. Rather , 
work sur rounding r ace mas-
sacres is rooted in the pain of 
what i t means to be Black in 
the United States. Anti - Black 
r ace massacre work and re-
search is emblematic of the 
fact that there has always ex-
isted a str uggle w ithin the 
communities where these 
massacres took place. Engag-
ing w ith the histor y of vio-
lence against Black people is 
painful, tr aumatic, and un-
ner ving. However , what does 
make this work r ewarding is 
uncover ing the power  of 
Black people and using al l  the 
tools at my disposal to high-
l ight that power. Know ing 
that I  am a par t of a l ineage of 
community members, ac-
tivists, and scholar s who have 
taken on the r esponsibi l i ty of 
doing this r esearch makes me 
proud. This work is but one 
example of the r esi l ience of 
these communities. For  me, 
the ways in which Black peo-
ple see themselves and their  
community and formulate 
their  ow n identi ty is a poli t i -
cal move, and one that neces-

14
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si tates our  attention as 
fr iends, fami ly, community 
members, and scholar s. Now  
that there is more public dis-
course, r esearch, and visibi l-
i ty around Greenwood and 
other  predominately Black 
communities, i t is incumbent 
upon us to acknow ledge and 
f ight for  their  legacies.

15

Want to learn more about the Greenwood 
Distr ict in Tulsa, Oklahoma? Check out 

these local r esources!

Gr eenwood Cul tur al  Center

322 Nor th Greenwood Ave

https://greenwoodculturalcenter.com/

John Hope Fr ank l i n  Center  for  Reconci l i at i on

535 Nor th Greenwood Ave.

https://w w w.jhfcenter.org/contact

Rudisi l l  Regional  Libr ar y

400 Civic Center

https://w w w.tulsal ibrar y.org/locations/r udisi l l

Nkem Ike is a      
doctoral student in 
the Department of 

Anthropology at the 
University of Tulsa 
and a member of 

OKPAN's advisory 
board.

https://greenwoodculturalcenter.com/
https://www.jhfcenter.org/contact
https://www.tulsalibrary.org/locations/rudisill
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Gerald Franklin
            Interview  by  Ella Crenshaw
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COMMUNITY 
SPOTLIGHT:
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    ast spr ing, I  had the pr ivi -
lege of inter view ing Gerald 
Franklin, an avocational ar -
chaeologist, f l intknapper , 
blacksmith, and fr equent  OK-
PAN volunteer  who has taught 
workshops, attended confer -
ences, and is overal l  highly 
involved in Oklahoma ar -
chaeology. I  visi ted Gerald at 
his backyard workshop to 
chat about his background, 
interests, and involvement in 
Oklahoma ar chaeology.

EC: So Ger ald, tel l  m e a l i t t l e 
about  your sel f .

GF: Well, I  was born at a ver y 
ear ly age. I  spent almost 23 
years in the army; I  was f ield 
ar ti l ler y unti l  I  r eti r ed. After  
that, I  star ted work as a de-
fense contractor , a software 
engineer , and I analyzed soft-
ware for  tactical computer s. I  
f inal ly burned out on that, 
and I told [my w ife] Frankie 
that I?d r eti r ed once, and I 
don?t want to r eti r e again, so 
this time I just qui t. Then I 
star ted r aising cattle on our  
place dow n south and east of 
Duncan. I  did that for  20-
something years and then got 
old and moved to tow n, but I  
got involved in blacksmithing 
a whi le before that.

EC: What  i n t r oduced you to 
blacksm i th ing?

GF: Well, when I was a 
r ancher , one day I was si tting 
at the PC, and I wondered i f  I  
would get any hi ts i f  I  looked 
up blacksmithing. And so I 
did, and the screen l i t up w ith 
al l  sor ts of si tes and supply 
companies. I  had welders and 
tor ches and stuff  l ike that to 
keep ever ything f ixed when 
bulls tore i t up on the r anch, 
so I bought a how - to book  
onl ine. I  probably understood 
maybe half  of i t. Too many 
technical terms l ike ?chisel.? I 
was out in the pasture one 
day checking the cows, I  had 
my radio on the Law ton NPR 
station, and this ad came on 
saying, ?We?re going to have a 
one-day blacksmithing work-

17

Franklin demonstrates for the 
OKPAN team at his workshop.
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shop al l  day Saturday. We?ll 
feed you lunch. Costs $100.? 
So I was interested, and I went 
back to the house and took 
that before the Ways and 
Means Committee, Frankie. I  
said, i f  I  go take this class, I?l l  
ei ther  get bi t by the bug or  
decide I don?t want anything 
to do w ith i t and give the book 
away. Well, obviously, the bug 
bi t me. That?s when I found 
out about our  state black-
smithing association, Saltfork 
Craftsmen, and star ted going 
to their  meetings and work-
shops. Eventually this was 
how  I star ted helping out w ith 
demonstrations at the Mu-
seum of the Great Plains and 
heard about the Oklahoma 
Anthropological Society.

EC: You?ve been a m em ber  
of  the Ok lahom a Anthr opo-
logi cal  Society (OAS) for  
about  15 year s now, r i ght?

GF: Yep, I  joined the OAS 
whi le I was sti l l  r anching, in 
2005, so this would be my f i f-
teenth year. But I  wasn?t near  
as active in i t as I am up here 
[in Norman], because I was a 
member  of was the Greater  
Southwest Chapter , and they 
had meetings and events once 
a month, but i t was about a 60 
mi les dr ive for  me, ver sus 80 

mi les to Nor man, so I didn?t 
do a lot. I  par ticipated in a 
mammoth dig dow n in South-
west Oklahoma. We kept ex-
cavating mammoth bones un-
ti l  the Museum of the Great 
Plains said, ?Stop, we don?t 
have any more room!? I also 
dug at the Longest si te dow n 
on the Red River  in Jefferson 
county. That was an inter est-
ing one, and then I dug up at 
Deer  Creek. Well, I  think that 
maybe my digging days are 
slow ly draw ing to an end, I  
can?t get dow n and get up l ike 
I used to, so I have to r esign 
myself to analyzing in the lab 
in the air  conditioning.

Franklin has been a blacksmith for 
more than 15 years.

18
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 EC: What  got  you i n ter ested 
i n  ar chaeology and OAS in  
the f i r st  place?

GF: I?ve always been inter -
ested in that stuff , from TV 
programs and such, and I 
have a few  older  books that 
interested me in si tes l ike 
Stonehenge. But I  r eal ly got 
involved in the OAS through 
the Museum of the Great 
Plains. As a blacksmith,  I 'd 
help them w ith demonstra-
tions; basical ly volunteer  at 
the museum when they would 
have l iving histor y days and 
things l ike that. They used to 
have a big Mountain Man 
Rendezvous out there, and 
then at other  times of the year  
they would have school kids 
visi t to see a blacksmith. I  
star ted doing that, because at 
the time there weren?t many 
blacksmiths around Law ton. 
Somewhere along the l ine I 
guess they put me on an emai l 
l ist, and I heard about some-
body    coming to talk about 
Caddo potter y on Saturday. I  
went to the public event, and 
i t seemed l ike a pretty good 
outf i t, so I just joined OAS 
r ight then. I  sor t of wasn?t a 
ver y active member , but I  
keep my hand in ar chaeology 
much more since I moved up 
here.

EC: Nor m an seem s l i ke a 
good place for  get t i ng i n-
volved in  ar chaeology, being 
so near  the Univer si t y.

GF: Cer tainly. We moved up 
here around Thanksgiving of 
2014. The fol low ing summer  
Dr. Bonnie Pi tblado sponsored 
a sur vey up around Gunnison, 
Colorado. There were several 
grad students there, and they 
invi ted people from the OAS 
to come up and spend a week 
there on a sur vey. Al l  you had 
to do was get there, and there 
were probably f ive or  six of us 
from around the state. Whi le I 
was up there, I  noticed one of 
the students was reading a 
f l intknapping book, one of the 
ones that I  have. I  commented 
to her  that I  had the same 
book, and she said that Dr. 
Pi tblado was using i t as one of 
the textbooks for  her  l i thic 
analysis class in the fal l . So I 
said, "Boy, I  would r eal ly l ike 

19

Franklin posing with his work.
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to si t in on that class." She 
said, "Why don?t you just get a 
hold of Bonnie, and see i f  you 
can do that." So  I  asked Dr. 
Pi tblado i f  I  could si t in and 
audit the class, and that?s how  
we got going.

EC: How long have you been 
helping out  w i th  the l i t h i cs 
cour se?

GF: I have helped Bonnie Pi t-
blado for  the last four  years 
w ith her  class. She teaches 
ever y other  year , and I teach 
the l i thics students the practi -
cal knapping things. She 
wants them - r ather  than just 
show ing them a pi le of stuff  
l ike what?s gener al ly left for  
ar chaeologists to f ind - to at 
least get a feel for  knapping.

EC: What  advi ce would you 
give to som eone in ter ested 
i n  l ear n ing m or e about  
ar chaeology?

GF: It turns out that the state 
law  in Oklahoma says that 
anybody over  65 can audit 
classes in any state college or  
univer si ty fr ee of charge. OU 
handles i t through their  en-
rol lment off ice. You submit a 
form to the professor  and to 
enrol lment, and they enter  
you into the system just l ike a 
student. This is how  I can get 
Canvas, the l ibrar y, JSTOR, 
and al l  the classes I audi t. 
Anybody should be able to do 
i t, not just for  anthropology or  
ar chaeology classes, but for  
any col lege course. I  think 
that?s useful information. I t?s 
something ever yone should 
know  they?re able to do, and 
they should give i t a tr y i f  
they?re interested.
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Ella Crenshaw is the 
Assistant Director of 

OKPAN and a graduate 
student in the 
Department of 

Anthropology at the 
University of Oklahoma.  

Franklin leads a flintknapping 
workshop at the 2020 Oklahoma 
Archaeology Conference held in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma.
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OKPAN 
COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 
AWARD

This year, we are thrilled to present Gerald with the 
first ever OKPAN Community Service Award! 

This award recognizes his continued support and  
dedication to the organization. 

Gerald has organized three Archaeological Skills 
Workshops, hosted OU flintknapping classes, and is an 

active OAS member.
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THE OKLAHOMA ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

NEWS AND EVENTS

Now accept ing appl i cat i ons for  2021!
The Oklahoma Anthropological Society is now  accepting proposals for  

their  $1000 Oklahoma Research Grant!

Funds are avai lable to any undergraduate student, graduate student, or  
professional ar chaeologist working in the state. Applicants must be a 

member  of OAS.

Funds may be awarded for  but not l imited to f ieldwork expenses, lab 
analyses, or  geophysics r esearch.

Proposals are due by December  13, 2020.

For  more infor mation, please contact Ray McAll ister  at 
okla.anthro.society@gmail.com.

Applicants should submit a  1- 12 proposal to okla.anthro.soci-
ety@gmail.com. Projects should include the fol low ing:

- Name, insti tution, mai l ing address, emai l, and phone number
- Descr iption of project, including benefi t to Oklahoma archaeology 

and how  avocational ar chaeologists w i l l  be included (i f  
appropr iate)

- Documentation of permits, permissions, and tr ibal consultations 
- Repositor y where ar ti facts, r esearch, and documentation w i l l  be 

ar chived
- Advisor 's name, address, and phone number
- Letter  of suppor t from advisor

22

Subm ission Requi r em ents

mailto:okla.anthro.society@gmail.com
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Savannah   mil l er

OKPAN FACES

Savannah Mi l ler  is an undergraduate at the 
Univer si ty of Oklahoma major ing in 
Anthropology and minor ing in Histor y. She has 
exper ience w ith the Sam Noble Museum of 
Natural Histor y and has done f ieldwork in 
Rocky Mountain National Park. She hopes to 
help bui ld a passion for  ar chaeology and 
preser vation w ithin our  community.

Noah is an undergraduate student at the 
Univer si ty of Oklahoma double major ing in 
Anthropology and Music. He has tr aveled al l  
over  the state and is fascinated by ever ything 
he has learned. He is exci ted to work w ith 
OKPAN to share his know ledge of the state's 
r ich ar chaeology w ith i ts people.

Noah   Pl ace
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OKPAN Intern

OKPAN Intern
Blake McDonald is an undergraduate student at 
the Univer si ty of Oklahoma major ing in 
Anthropology. Blake w i l l  complete his degree in 
December  2020. He plans to take the LSAT upon 
graduation and continue his education in Law  
School.

Bl ake   McDonal d

OKPAN Intern
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Please fol low  us on Facebook and Tw itter  and visi t 
our  websi te, okpan.org!

The Oklahoma Public Ar chaeology Network's
 Mission Statement:

Br idging communities w ith a passion for  the past through public 
education and outreach, r esearch and teaching par tner ships, and 

professional development oppor tuni ties.

OKPAN Quarterly Staff :

Delaney Cooley - Edi tor -in-Chief

Kate New ton - Assistant Editor

~ Letters to the editor may be sent to ~
okpanquarterly@gmail.com 
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Special thanks to Naomi Dunn for designing our 
beautiful 2020 Oklahoma Archaeology Month 

poster as well as the cover for this issue of 
OKPAN Quarterly!

https://www.facebook.com/OKArchaeology/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://twitter.com/OKPublicArch
http://okpan.org
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