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 Dr . Bonnie  
Pit bl ado

Hel lo fel l ow  m em ber s of  the   
OKPAN Com m uni ty, 

I  hope ever yone is staying cool! 
Welcome to the Summer  2019 issue 
of OKPAN Quarterly, brought to 
you dur ing most ar chaeologists? 
busiest time of the year. I  myself  
r ecently r eturned from teaching 
OU?s Archaeological Field School in 
the Colorado Rockies, and I w i l l  
leave soon for  ?f inishing school? in 
Oklahoma?s San Bois Mountains. 
Other  OKPAN community mem-
bers are working al l  around our  
state? and across the globe. You 
w i l l  hear  more about many of our  
projects in the Fall  2019 issue of the 
Quarterly. 

For  now , enjoy our  ?Community 
Spotl ight? piece on extr aordinar y 
avocational ar chaeologists Sharon 
and Ray McAll ister , who have con-
tr ibuted so much to Oklahoma ar -
chaeology? and are only just get-
ting star ted. Read a sneak-preview  
of the introduction to the for th-
coming book The Ritual Landscape 

of Late Precontact Eastern Okla-
homa, by the OU Archeological 
Survey?s Scott Hammer stedt, 
Amanda Regnier , and Shei la Sav-
age. For  those w ith kids? including 
those who teach all of our  kids? we 
br ing you a r eview  of the Saman-
tha Sutton ser ies of books for  
young readers. Final ly, mark dow n 
for thcoming ar chaeological events 
from our  ?Summer  Events Calen-
dar ,? and meet f ive members of 
OKPAN?s Advisor y Board.

Cheers!

(Spr ing Wildf lowers at Wichi ta Mountains Wildl i fe Refuge, El ise Smith, CC BY 2.0)

Let t er                                 
f r om                                 
OKPAN'S 
Execut ive 
Dir ect or

 

Bonnie Pi tblado 

OKPAN Executive Dir ector  ,    
Rober t E. and Virginia Bell            
Professor  of Anthropological        
Archaeology,                                   
Univer si ty of Oklahoma 
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(Note: To see complete calendar , please scrol l  dow n)

SUMMER EVENTS 
CALENDAR

JULY 12-13

JULY 24

Night at the Chuck Wagon

Wil l  Rogers Memor ial Museum, 
Claremore, 6:00-9:00 PM

Chickasaw Regalia: Constructing 
Ribbon Dresses - I thana: The Learn and 
Lunch Ser ies

Chickasaw  Cultural Center , Sulphur , 
12:00-1:00 PM

JULY 15-19
Junior  Curator  Camp

Oklahoma Histor y Center , Oklahoma 
City

JULY 17
Treasures of the State Archives 
Program

Oklahoma Histor y Center , Oklahoma 
City, 1:00-3:00 PM

JULY 17-18
Ar ti fact Bl i tz: Oklahoma 
Anthropological Society Museum Days 
2019

Sam Noble Museum, Norman

JULY 25
National Histor y Day Boot Camp

Oklahoma Histor y Center , Oklahoma 
City, 10:30 AM - 5:00 PM

JULY 26-27
Paw nee Bi l l 's Wi ld West Celebrating 
Women of the Wild West Shows

Paw nee Bi l l  Ranch and Museum, 
Paw nee

AUGUST 1
Back to School Bash

Oklahoma Histor y Center , OKC, 
10:30 AM - 4:30 PM

AUGUST 2-3
Holba' Pisachi ' Native Fi lm Festival

Chickasaw  Cultural Center , Sulphur

AUGUST 2
Histor ical Timeline Candlel i t Tour

Oklahoma Histor y Center , Oklahoma 
City, 7:00-9:00 PM

AUGUST 3
Find the Gir ls Genealogy Program

Oklahoma Histor y Center , Oklahoma 
City, 1:00-3:00 PM

AUGUST 16
Living Histor y Training Interpretive 
Class

Oklahoma Histor y Center , Oklahoma 
City, 10:30-4:00 PM

AUGUST 31
Traditional Trades Day

Chisholm Trai l  Museum, Kingfisher , 
10:00-2:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 27
Adults Only Night at the Museum

Sam Noble Museum, Norman, 
6:00-9:00 PM
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 STORI ES
           WORTH 
                   TELLI NG

 Community Spotlight       
with Ray and Sharon 

McAllister  
By Kate Newton
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       had the pleasure of meeting 
w ith Ray and Sharon McAll ister  on 
a mid- June morning at their  cen-
tr al Oklahoma home. Sharon and I, 
having alr eady bonded over  our  
mutual love of gardening, quickly 
dispensed w ith for mali ties and 
agreed that the f i r st thing to do was 
tour  the garden and only then, 
could we settle in for  the inter view. 
Follow ing the tour , I  was offered 
some tea as we sat on the back pa-
tio sur rounded by their  lovely gar -
dens and the sound of bir ds gath-
er ing to the feeders. An old tor toise 
shell  cat, cal led Dinah, jumped into 
Ray's lap and stayed there through 
much of the inter view.

The McAll ister s have had a busy 
spr ing. In Apr i l , Ray became the 
new  president of the Oklahoma 
Anthropological Association (OAS). 
Also in Apr i l  they co- presented a 
session, along w ith OKPAN?s 
Meghan Dudley, at the Society for  
Amer ican Archaeology confer ence 
in Albuquerque, New  Mexico. Fi-
nal ly in the beginning of May, they 
hosted the OAS Spr ing Dig in 
Muldrow , Oklahoma. Yet despite 
their  obvious involvement and 
commitment to al l  things Okla-
homa ar chaeology, they laughed 
when I thanked them for  agreeing 
to do this inter view , ?Oh well , 
you?re welcome.? Sharon tel ls me, 
?We feel l ike we are so nobody!? 
Funni ly enough, fol low ing this 
statement we dove headfi r st into a 
discussion that only gave evidence 
to the contrar y.

Both Ray and Sharon or iginal ly 
hai l  from the nor thern r eaches of 
the countr y. Ray grew  up in Syra-

cuse, New  York, and Sharon, farm 
countr y near  Green Bay, Wiscon-
sin. When I asked i f  they could pin-
point a time in their  l ives as being 
the moment when an inter est and 
passion for  the past r eal ly took 
hold, Sharon spoke up, r ecall ing 
the cross countr y move her  fami ly 
made when she was around eleven 
or  twelve, from Green Bay to Dem-
ing, New  Mexico. Speaking of her  
new  l i fe and environment in Dem-
ing, Sharon states, ?We were basi-
cal ly l iving on top of Mimbres cul-
ture. We?d go outside and play as 
kids and you know , we?d f ind seed 
beads in the creeks and str eams. 
You?d f ind points and you?d f ind 
sherds ever ywhere. I t was a par t of 
the soi l , i t was r eally your  environ-
ment. My father  always said i t was 
f ine to pick this stuff  up and look at 
i t but that we needed to leave i t 
(where we found i t).? Sharon con-
tinues, ?It?s always fascinated me 
how  geography shapes cultures 
around the wor ld. I  think that was 

I

Sharon pictured third from right with her 
siblings in 1974 at Gran Quivira, New Mexico.

(Sorghastrum nutans, Wichi ta Mountains Wildl i fe Refuge, amy_buthod CC BY 2.0)
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really sparked in me as a 
chi ld, when we moved from 
Wisconsin to New  Mexico.? 

Much of their  adult l ives did 
not r evolve around ar chaeol-
ogy or  histor y to the extent 
that they do now. Ray worked 
as a technical i l lustr ator  for  
the post off ice in Norman and 
then spent thir ty- odd years 
working at the Tinker  Air  
For ce Base. Sharon worked as 
a software developer. I t was 
only about twelve years ago 
that a close fr iend told them 
of OAS and suggested they 
check i t out for  themselves. 
After  that f i r st introduction, they 
were hooked. Though they appre-
ciated and greatly enjoyed the digs 
OAS sponsored, they also fr e-
quented the talks sponsored by the 
organization and quickly found 
themselves par t of the community. 

Moving forward to today, I  ask Ray 
about his role as president and 
what he envisions for  the future of 
the organization. ?My vision is to 
kind of r ecast the society as a ser -
vice or ganization.? He continues, 
?We need to understand that there 
is a r eal need for  speci f ic things to 
be done. Some of that may entai l  
actual excavations and cer tainly 
we have the means and tools to do 
that, but we?re not going to get the 
oppor tuni ties we used to w ith ex-
cavating, and i t?s r eal ly the muse-
ums w ith col lections. That?s where 
they need the help, and I?d l ike to 
think of us (OAS) as assisting the 

enti r e the community, not just dig 
events, but helping w ith what r e-
al ly needs to be done. Also coming 
up w ith di f ferent ideas and activi -
ties to broaden the interest and 
reach and cer tainly, OKPAN has 
been doing that too.? 

At this point in our  conversation, I  
note how  ar chaeology seems to 
have something of an identi ty 
cr ises in r egards to whether  i t 
should identi fy as a science or  hu-
manity. I  asked Ray and Sharon 
what they thought of this. Ray re-
sponds f i r st, ?You know , Don 
Wyckoff said some archaeologists 
and even anthropologists say what 
they do is str ictly science, but I?ve 
always l iked what Don told me 
which is that ar chaeology is r eal ly 
a r igorous sor t of stor ytel l ing. I?ve 
always l iked thinking of i t that way. 
Of course you need to be as honest 
as you can. We tr y not to let our  
ow n vision and our  ow n l ives color  

An artifact found at the May 2019 OAS dig in 
Muldrow, OK. An intact base of a ceramic pot, 
likely dating back to the Spiro period, 800 to 1000 
years ago. 
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it too much.? Sharon chimes in, 
saying, ?You know , I think unfor tu-
nately we?ve lost some of that. Sto-
r ytel l ing. I  always talked to my 
family and asked questions about 
our  histor y.? She continues, 
?There?s a r eal ar t in l istening and 
hear ing a stor y and also under -
standing. You have to kind of let 
whatever  ideas that are in your  
head go out the w indow  and star t 
w i th a clean slate and i t always 
makes me think ?Oh my gosh, 
there?s a whole new way of doing 
things!? I t doesn?t have to be ABC 
and this is how  you do i t, no, there 
are many di f ferent ways to make 
things work. I t?s l ike making bread. 
You can do i t w i th three simple in-
gredients but end up w ith many 
di f ferent r esults.? Sharon laughs a 
bi t at this analogy after  I  tel l  her  
how  much I appreciate i t. ?The 
more I learn the more I r eal ize 
what I  don?t know ,? she says. ?Even 
the ar chaeologists that are profes-
sionals go in w ith one question and 
come out w ith a thousand more.? 

Ray jumps into the conver sation 
here, saying, ?The last ten years 
I?ve just begun to r eal ize that there 
are r eal ly wor thwhi le stor ies to be 
told in this place, just the back and 
for th of cultures, pre- contact and 
post- contact, the way people 
worked together. Oklahoma was 
l ike a seam, a kind of place where 
the Spanish and the French and 
Native people were kind of pushing 
against each other  {? } tr ying to 
f igure out l i fe w ith one another , 
sometimes hosti le sometimes 
fr iendly. Those stor ies are wor th 
tel l ing. They?re wor th tr ying to f ig-
ure out." Ray pauses and shakes his 
head, ?It's just cool to be even a 
small par t of that effor t (tel l ing the 
stor ies of the past).? 

I r aise the question of whether  Ray 
and Sharon have always viewed 
archaeology or  histor y in this l ight. 
?I?ve kind of grow n into that atti -
tude, honestly,? Ray says. Ray then 
relates a stor y from a tr ip he and 
Sharon took to Peru several years 
back. He tel ls me he ini tial ly had 

Traveling around the world. Left. A feast with fellow travelers and their Tuareg guide 
somewhere in the Sahara. Right.  Posing with a local guide in front of an occupied cliff 
dwelling in the Dogon region of Mali. 
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wanted to see mainly ar chaeologi-
cal si tes but ?ended up being more 
interested in talking to the people 
and learning from them dir ectly.? 
He goes on to say, ?I ended up un-
derstanding that the old r uins and 
walls, though amazing, can become 
bor ing after  a whi le, but these peo-
ple grew  out of these cultures and I 
wanted to talk to them and l isten to 
them.? 

It turns out the McAll ister s have 
tr aveled extensively and pr ior i -
tized i t above things l ike cable TV 
or  eating out fr equently. Sharon 
notes how  their  then four teen-
year -old son, Patr ick, who accom-
panied them on one of their  tr ips 
to Peru, was so moved when he 
f i r st laid eyes on Machu Picchu, 
exclaiming, ?That?s the most beau-
ti ful manmade thing I?ve ever  
seen.? Sharon goes on, ?We were 
thr i l led we were able to introduce 
him to cultures around the wor ld,? 
but perhaps even more impor -
tantly, she notes how  speaking to 
chi ldren his age in these for eign 
places r eally made a lasting impact 
and put his l i fe, comparatively 
pr ivi leged, into per spective for  him 
at a young age.  

Just before concluding the inter -
view  I ask them i f  there?s anything 
they?d l ike to see more of in the 
f ield of ar chaeology or  a dir ection 
they?d l ike to see the f ield move to-
ward. They are both quiet for  a 
minute or  so, mull ing over  their  
answers. Ray is the f i r st to r espond, 
?Respect,? he says. ?I think r espect 
would be the one thing I?d l ike to 
see. Respect for  the cultures being 
studied. To tr y to honor  and work 
w ith (descendant communities') 

ow n interpretations and stor ies of 
the past.? He continues, saying, 
?Whenever  we can we should work 
w ith the people who car r y tr adi-
tions on for  their  cultures and en-
hance what they?re saying r ather  
than tel l ing them they?re in the 
w rong.?  

I  then ask Sharon for  her  answer  
and she responds, ?Well, getting 
back to multi -generational ways of 
thinking. I  would l ike to see more 
value placed in the understanding 
of ar chaeology in the sense that we 
need more books avai lable to chi l-
dren that give credi t to other  cul-
tures and their  way of l i fe. I f  you?re 
always taught that there?s only one 
way of doing things, you are 

Ray crossing the Keshwa Chaka bridge; the 
last existing rope bridge of the Inca Empire. 
A nearby village rebuilds it each year as part 
of their cultural tradition.
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limited by your  exper ience. I  think 
looking at how  di fferent cultures 
solved problems in the past we can 
really open young people's minds. 
Learning that there are di f ferent 
ways to do things encourages cre-
ativi ty of thinking. We need to en-
courage chi ldren to appreciate di f-
ference in culture and respect i t. 
Really, i t can give people of any age 
a sense of ?Hey, I can be resilient.?? 

She goes on to say, ?I would r eal ly 
hope that through the work Ray 
and I do as avocational ar chaeolo-
gists that we can come up w ith 
ideas to do things that are multi -
generational. I  think r eal ly any 
person can make a di f ference w ith 
ar chaeology or  w ith understanding 
the past. For  us i ts just r eal ly cool 
to have your  f inger  on the pulse of 
ar chaeology that?s being done in 
Oklahoma. In the time we?ve been 
a par t of OAS we?ve watched these 
professionals grow  in their  under -
standing. We?ve seen Scott and 
Amanda (Scott Hammerstedt and 
Amanda Regnier  at the Oklahoma 

Archeological Survey) grow  in their  
careers, and i t?s so cool to be on the 
outside looking in and see what 
they?ve been able to contr ibute 
w ith their  know ledge and their  
ski l ls. Watching these stor ies un-
fold, well  i t?s r eal ly fun to be a par t 
of i t." Sharon continues, "For  a so-
ciety to exist (r efer r ing to OAS), we 
need activi ties and I don?t bel ieve 
the work that?s needed is r eal ly ex-
cavation. I  r eal ly think there?s a 
tr emendous amount of work that?s 
needed in just public awareness or  
maybe what?s cal led public ar -
chaeology. Both Ray and I think i t 
would be nice to f ind ways to in-
corporate multi -generational activ-
i ties that br idge gener ations. The 
perspective of age gives you di f fer -
ent ideas. Youth opens the eyes of 
adults in interesting ways (and vice 
ver sa). I?m really glad that we can 
make even a small contr ibution to 
what?s understood in whatever  
way. As far  as being anybody spe-
cial, well , we?re just us.? 

Left. Ray at a stop along the Inca trail in Peru. Right. Sharon with a village chief in Mali. 
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The Ritual Landscape of 
Late Precontact Eastern 

Oklahoma

Archaeology From the WPA Era 
Unti l  Today

BY SCOTT HAMMERSTEDT, AMANDA REGNIER, 

& SHEILA SAVAGE
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     s par t of Franklin D. Roosevelt?s 
New  Deal in the 1930s, federal 
agencies, par ticular ly the Works 
Progress/ Projects Administr ation 
(WPA), sponsored ar chaeological 
projects as one way to employ peo-
ple suffer ing from the effects of the 
Great Depression. These projects, 
whi le lacking in modern-day r igor , 
are w idely viewed as central to our  
understanding of ancestr al Native 
Amer ican cultures and the profes-
sionalization of ar chaeology as a 
discipl ine in the United States. De-
spi te their  f laws, in many cases 
data generated by these projects 
provide the only infor mation 
avai lable to modern archaeologists 
because so many si tes were subse-
quently destroyed or  inundated by 
dam construction. 

Federal ly sponsored rel ief crews 
recorded 134 si tes in four teen of 
Oklahoma?s counties, pr imar i ly in 
the eastern par t of the state. These 
crews were coordinated by For rest 
Clements, a professor  of anthro-
pology at the Universi ty of Okla-
homa. Clements r ecrui ted a num-
ber  of young men to ser ve as f ield 
supervisor s, including David Baer -
r eis, Car l Ball , J. Joe (Finkelstein) 
Bauxar , Fred Carder , Lynn Howard, 
Phi l  Newkumet, and Kenneth Or r. 
They were r esponsible for  broadly 
overseeing ar chaeological excava-
tions (although foremen super -
vised the day-to-day work), dealing 
w ith bureaucratic paperwork, 
summar izing f ield notes, convinc-
ing landow ners to let them work 
on their  proper ty, di r ecting the 
foremen, and, impor tantly, w r i ting 
quar ter ly r epor ts to be sent to WPA 
off ices in Washington, DC. These 
quar ter ly r epor ts, w r i tten between 

1936 and 1941, summar ized what 
had been accomplished at var ious 
si tes dur ing the previous three 
months and contain valuable de-
scr iptions and sketches of ar ti facts, 
houses, and mounds.

Most of the ar ti facts and al l  of the 
r elated cor respondence, pho-
tographs, and f ield notes from 
these projects are curated at the 
Sam Noble Museum of Natural 
Histor y (SNMNH) at the Univer si ty 
of Oklahoma.

However , since most WPA projects 
ended abruptly at the star t of 
Wor ld War  II , the vast major i ty of 
these col lections r emain under -
studied. Since the quar ter ly r epor ts 
contain such a wealth of unpub-
l ished information about these 
si tes, we decided that using por -
tions of them to form the backbone 
of a book would be a wor thwhi le 
endeavor. We elected to focus pr i -
mar i ly on seven mound si tes in the 
Arkansas River  drainage that were 
contemporaneous w ith the famous 
Spiro si te: Norman, Hughes, Brack-
ett, Eufaula, Skidgel, Reed, and Li l-
l ie Creek. These si tes are know n to 
archaeologists outside of Okla-
homa only as unlabeled points on 
maps of mound si tes in the south-
eastern United States.

The book has two major  themes. 
The f i r st is focused on the histor y 
and exper ience of doing ar chaeol-
ogy and analysis in the 1930s. The 
WPA f i les at the SNMNH include a 
wealth of mater ial that documents 
the more color ful side of r unning a 
feder al ly sponsored ar chaeological 
project in 1930s rural Oklahoma. 
These include cor respondence 
among the f ive main project

A

(Background photo cour tesy of Scott Hammerstedt)
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supervisor s and dai ly f ield jour -
nals. The quar ter ly r epor ts also in-
cluded documentation of labora-
tor y activi ties, including vessel r e-
constr uction, the production of 
museum exhibi ts, and the making 
of the ?Prehistor ic Oklahomans? 
motion picture. Two chapter s 
cover  the histor y of the WPA in 
Oklahoma, a char acter ization of 
eastern Oklahoma in the 1930s, 
f ield and laborator y methods using 
tr anscr ipts from the r epor ts, and 
the challenges of being a WPA f ield 
ar chaeologist in eastern Oklahoma 
in the 1930s.                

The second theme presents the r e-
sults of the excavations and how  
they aid in our  cur rent under -
standing of the Arkansas Val ley of 
eastern Oklahoma between 
roughly AD 1000 and 1450. The in-
formation contained in the quar -

ter ly r epor ts is var ied and includes: 
descr iptions of excavation methods 
and str ategies, house f loor  plans 
and descr iptions, bur ial descr ip-
tions and maps, feature descr ip-
tions and plans, mound scr iptions, 
si te maps, and summar ies of im-
por tant r ecovered ar ti facts.

Many of these quar ter ly r epor ts 
were w r i tten as excavations were 
ongoing, and infor mation from 
some si tes appears in more than 
one repor t. For  si tes w ith multiple 
r epor ts, we created a cohesive nar -
r ative of a given si te by sti tching 
separate quar ter l ies together. We 
edi ted these repor ts for  grammar , 
r ef ined the or ganization, and 
changed some of the archaic ar -
chaeological terms, but the words 
are the supervisor s? ow n, and not 
our s. We also provided the intro-
ductions and the inter pretations 

            Field supervisors David Baerreis, Kenneth Orr, Phil Newkumet, and Lynn Howard 
            at Spiro in 1939. Photo courtesy of Tracy Newkumet Burrows. Previous page: Workers
            excavating at the Skidgel mound (34LF70). Courtesy of the Sam Noble Museum of
            Natural History, WPA files.                                  
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that placed these si tes in modern 
context. The archaeological data 
summar ized in these repor ts is 
immensely useful for  understand-
ing the late precontact Arkansas 
drainage. Much of i t has never  
seen the l ight of day since the 
WPA operations shuttered, which 
is why we chose to compi le this 
information together  in this book. 
A concluding chapter  examines 
our  cur rent understanding of r e-
lationships between the mound 
si tes of the Arkansas drainage in 
eastern Oklahoma, including the 
well- know n Spiro and Har lan 
si tes, and focuses on mater ial sim-
i lar i ties and di f ferences, shared 
r i tual tr adi tions, chronologies, and 
social and poli tical or ganization. 

In this book, we present previ-
ously unpublished infor mation on 
signi f icant mound si tes in the 
Arkansas Valley. We expect that 
this detai led histor y of New  Deal 
ar chaeology in Oklahoma w i l l  be 
of interest to both students of 
southeastern ar chaeology (and 
more broadly, Nor th Amer ican ar -
chaeology) and the histor y of ar -
chaeology, speci f ical ly federal ly 
sponsored Great Depression r el ief 
projects.

This book will be released on 
August 27, 2019 and may be 

purchased through the 

University of Alabama Press. 

Scott Hammerstedt is senior researcher, Amanda 
Regnier is director, and Sheila Savage is affiliated 

researcher; all at the Oklahoma Archeological Survey, 
University of Oklahoma

Visit the Oklahoma Archeological Survey website.

Book cover
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A r ch aeology Book s f or  
Young Reader s: 

A review of the Samantha Sutton series, 
by Sarah Luthman



16

16

     s a middle school teacher  and 
professional ar chaeologist, I  ap-
proached these books w ith a cr i ti -
cal eye. I  was wor r ied that the 
character  of Samantha Sutton 
would come across as a young In-
diana Jones, or  that the stor y 
would focus over ly on myth and 
magic. I  was pleasantly surpr ised 
to f ind that this twelve- year - old 
nar rator  quickly learns what r eal 
ar chaeology is al l  about. Sure, she 
looks forward to the thr i l l  of dis-
cover y, and sometimes gets an-
noyed when someone else takes 
credi t for  her  f inds, but Samantha 
also focuses on careful ly collecting 
and descr ibing the mundane. Be-
fore she goes on a dig, she does her  
background research, and readers 
w i l l  learn a bi t about the histor y of 
Peru?s Chavin de Huantar  in the 
f i r st book and Roman Br i tain in the 
second. In her  journal, she ex-
plains the ar chaeological methods 
that we use ever y day, l ike digging 

in square uni ts, keeping ar ti facts 
from the same provenience to-
gether , and careful ly trow eling 
features. Wise beyond her  years, 
Samantha gets suspicious when 
people cut cor ners and annoyed 
when people fai l  to take careful 
notes.

In fact, although Samantha is only 
twelve, she is a ver y conscientious 
nar rator  who encounter s and eval-
uates the kinds of ethical problems 
that come up at our  ar chaeological 
conferences ever y year. She 
watches how  ar chaeologists must 
tr y to work w ith uncer tain 
landow ners, how  they must r e-
spect local cultural customs whi le 
maintaining professional stan-
dards of work, and how  preserva-
tionists cannot always protect 
ever y si te from looter s and devel-
opers. Samantha also obser ves 
several instances in which team 
leaders do not communicate well  
w i th each other , or  have di ffer ent 

19
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A short introduction to the author and archaeologist, Jordan Jacobs.
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17

17

goals for  the projects, leading to 
f ights. 

Getting past the ar chaeological 
ethics, though, many students w i l l  
love that this is a stor y about 
grow ing up, as Samantha is r e-
peatedly undervalued and under -
estimated because of her  young 
age. She wants to fol low  her  
dreams even when her  older  
brother  makes fun of her  love of 
ar chaeology. Like other  teenage 
gir ls, she has to f igure out how  to 
be asser tive when she f inds herself  
left out of the al l-boys club. Other  
character s descr ibe Samantha as 
ver y sensible and mature, but she 
sti l l  has to learn from her  mistakes 
l ike ever yone else. 

One of my favor i te things about 
these two books is how  Samantha 
Sutton r esponds to danger  and 
drama. Instead of r elishing i t, some 
of these events actually turn her  off  
from ar chaeology a bi t. These 
emotions prevent the stor y from 
devolving into an Indiana Jones-
esque plot and emphasize the sci-
ence of ar chaeology. Addi tionally, 
even though there is one main vi l-
lain discovered at the end of each 
book, the endings also r eveale 
other  character s? shor tcomings. 
There are r eal consequences for  
their  secrecy, dishonesty, and reck-
lessness, and people?s l ives and ca-
reers are affected in r eal istic ways. 

I?ve seen other  r eviews that ar gue 
that i t?s not bel ievable that chi l-
dren would be al lowed on such an 
impor tant si te, but we al l  know  ar -
chaeologists who have brought 
their  chi ldren into the f ield w ith 

them. For  me, the only unbeliev-
able par ts occur  when her  uncle 
asks Samantha to explore danger -
ous places on her  ow n, but this is 
balanced out by the r eaction she 
has ? one of disbelief that he could 
be so r eckless and seem to care so 
l i ttle for  her  safety.  

These books could appeal to a w ide 
var iety of audiences. The plot is 
easy enough to fol low  for  middle 
school kids, but I  wouldn?t r ecom-
mend i t to anyone who reads be-
low  a f i f th grade level. Although i t 
was r eally creative how  the young 
nar rator  l isted in her  jour nal the 
si te facts and for eign language 
words as she learned them, having 
a lot of new  ar chaeological vocab-
ular y in the text would make i t di f-
f icult for  str uggling r eaders to fol-
low. There is plenty of action and 
drama in the stor yl ine, though, and 
the author  seems w ise beyond her  
years at times, so I would r ecom-
mend this stor y for  older  teenagers 
as well . I  could see this being the 
kind of book that a social studies 
teacher  buys for  her  students over  
the summer  but then accidental ly 
catches her self  r eading for  hours. 

For  those of us who want to know  
exactly how  realistic this stor y is, 
Jordan Jacobs includes a few  pages 
at the end where he descr ibes the 
si te and the few  l iber ties he took to 
fur ther  the plot. He also makes a 
point of r ecognizing that the ar -
chaeologists at these si tes do r eally 
good work and haven?t had the 
kinds of problems descr ibed in his 
adventure stor y. Histor ians, ar -
chaeologists, and teachers w i l l  

17
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appreciate the way that the author  
shows that not al l  scientists en-
counter  this level of drama and in-
tr igue on ever y project. 

Both Labyrinth of Lies and Winter 
of the Warrior Queen are sol id chi l-
dren?s adventure stor ies, w i th the 
kind of pacing and cl i f f- hangers 
that make me impatient for  the 
publication of Jordan Jacobs? thir d 
novel: Samantha Sutton and the 
Temple of Traitors.

You can f ind more information about the author  as well  as a discussion 
and cur r iculum guide for  the Samantha Sutton books, at his websi te here.

The books are avai lable for  pur chase on Amazon and can be found here.

The author, Jordan Jacobs

Sarah Luthman is a graduate student at the Univer si ty of Oklahoma, 
a former  middle school teacher , and par t of OKPAN?s education de-
par tment. She is especial ly interested in promoting books for  chi l-
dren and young adults that show  how  ar chaeology can tel l  us about 
the past. 

 

Jordan Jacobs has been excavating archaeological si tes since the age 
of thir teen. He studied archaeology at Cambr idge and Stanford and 
helped protect si tes w ith the Smithsonian and UNESCO. He now  
works as the Head of Cultural Policy at UC Berkeley?s Museum of 
Anthropology.
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OKPAN FACES

Charons Garden Wilderness #2, Larry Smith, CC BY 2.0

Introducing OKPAN'S advisor y board! 
OKPAN has thir teen advisor y board 

members, fol low  up w ith our  next issue 
to meet the r est of the crew ! 

Jamie is an ar chaeologist w i th the Bureau of 
Land Management Oklahoma Field Off ice in 
Norman. He has also worked for  the For est 
Service and in the pr ivate sector , pr imar i ly in 
the Great Basin and Paci f ic Nor thwest r e-
gions. He takes a proactive approach to man-
aging cultural r esources and str ives to ad-
dress these resources dur ing the ini tial 
phases of project planning. He also enjoys 
presenting at professional ar chaeological 
confer ences. When he?s not in the f ield or  
tied to his desk, he loves to spend time w ith 
fami ly, watch basketball  and football , and not 
take the dog for  a walk. Jamie?s educational 
background includes an M.A. in Anthropol-
ogy from Western Washington Universi ty in 
Bell ingham, WA, and a B.A. in Ar t Histor y/Ar -
chaeology from Brevard College in Brevard, 
NC.

j amie pal mer
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bob picker ing

OKPAN FACES
Dr. Rober t B. Picker ing is the founding dir ec-
tor  of the Museum Science and Management 
program at the Universi ty of Tulsa. In 1984, 
he r eceived a Ph.D. in Physical Anthropology 
from Nor thwestern Universi ty after  earning 
his B.A. and M.A. degrees in  Anthropology 
from Southern I l l inois Univer si ty-
Carbondale. Dr. Picker ing?s professional ca-
reer  has combined anthropological r esearch 
w ith the broader  educational goals of muse-
ums. For  more than three decades, Picker ing 
has conducted ar chaeological and physical 
anthropological r esearch in the U.S. and 
Mexico and has ser ved as a forensic anthro-
pology consultant to numerous medical ex-
aminers and coroners around the countr y. 
He maintains an active program of r esearch, 
teaching, and public service in the museum 
f ield.

Kar y Stackelbeck is the State Ar chaeologist of 
Oklahoma. She previously worked at the 
Kentucky State Histor ic Preser vation Off ice 
and obtained her  M.A. and Ph.D. degrees 
from the Universi ty of Kentucky. Her  geo-
graphical ar eas of r esearch include the 
southeastern and midwestern United States, 
as well  as nor thern coastal Peru. Her  r e-
search inter ests include ear ly for ager  popu-
lations of the Amer icas, cultural dynamics, 
l i thic analysis, domestic ar chi tecture and 
household ar chaeology, settlement patterns, 
and human-environment interactions dur ing 
times of cl imatic change. She has extensive 
exper ience in public outr each and cultural 
r esource management ar chaeology.

kar y stackel beck

21



22

22

ian t hompson

OKPAN FACES

Ian Thompson is of Choctaw  and Euro-
Amer ican her i tage. Ian completed a Ph.D. in 
anthropology at the Univer si ty of New  Mex-
ico and has been cer ti f ied as a Choctaw  Com-
munity Language and Culture Instr uctor  by 
the Choctaw  Nation of Oklahoma Tr ibal 
Counci l . He is also a Registered Professional 
Archaeologist. Ian has ser ved the Choctaw  
Nation in a var iety of culture- suppor ting 
roles including community language instr uc-
tor , Tr ibal Archaeologist, NAGPRA Special ist, 
Tr ibal Histor ic Preservation Off icer , and in-
ter im curator  for  the Choctaw  Nation Cul-
tural Center. Ian and his w ife Amy also man-
age the Nan Awaya Her i tage Farmstead, a bi-
son ranch dedicated to heal ing the land, sup-
por ting the community, and br inging 
Choctaw  tr adi tional know ledge to l ight. 

Randy Utt is a veteran teacher  of 35 years. 
She is a graduate of Oklahoma Baptist Uni-
versi ty and holds an M.Ed. from Ar izona 
State Univer si ty. She cur rently teaches Gifted 
and Talented  education w ith Putnam City 
Schools. She has always had an interest in ar -
chaeology, even as a young chi ld. In 2015, she 
tr aveled to Montana and was tr ained as a 
Project Archaeology Master  Teacher. She has 
taught the cur r iculum to both col leagues and 
students.  Randy is a l i fe-long learner , enjoys 
tr aveling, hiking and loves al l  things 
ar chaeology!

r andy ut t
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OKPAN's Mission Statement:

Br idging communities w ith a passion for  the past through public 
education and outreach, r esearch and teaching par tner ships, and 

professional development oppor tuni ties.

Please fol low  us on Facebook and Tw itter  and visi t 
our  websi te, okpan.org!

OKPAN Quarterly Staff :

Kate New ton - Edi tor -in-Chief

Delaney Cooley - Assistant Editor

Special  thanks and congr atu lat i ons to Mar k  
Robinson, our  Sum m er  cover  photo contest  

w inner !  

~ Letters to the editor may be sent to ~
okpanquarterly@gmail.com 
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Mark Robinson is from Sapulpa, Okla-
homa. He has two grow n chi ldren, three 
grandchi ldren and has been mar r ied to 
his w ife, Ruth, for  thir ty-three years. He 
is a deacon in the local church and loves 
to sing for  the Lord. He?s been a ser ious 
photographer  for  just over  four  years. 
His favor i te subjects include landscapes, 
w i ldl i fe and night photography.

https://www.facebook.com/OKArchaeology/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://twitter.com/OKPublicArch
http://okpan.org
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